
RESOLUTION NO . 7172-Rl3 

RESOLUTION OF POLICY FOR STREET TREES AND STREET LANDSCAPING 

WHEREAS, it is deemed by this City Council that the adoption of 

this Resolution is in the best interests of the CITY OF URBANA, and 

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate that the citizens of Urbana be 

advised of the official policy of the CITY OF URBANA with regard to Street Landscaping, 

and 

WHEREAS, City Officials should be afforded guidance by the 

URBANA CITY COUNCIL on the subject of Street Landscaping, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: 

1. That the statement of policy attached hereto and entitled 11 Policy 

For Street Trees and Street Landscaping 11 is herewith and hereby adopted as the official 

policy of the CITY OF URBANA. 

2. That the statement of policy attached hereto and known as 11 Urbana 

Street Tree Standards" is herewith and hereby adopted as the official policy of the CITY OF 

URBANA. 

PASSED by the City Council of Urbana, Illinois, this 2 /t day of 

-'t;;i,:o;.,.~...._.1"9.f?'-4':"0.'"""&\Jia"!4'W/,...,~"""'----·' 1971 o 

/t. 
APPROVED by the Mayor this %-day of ~~ 

1971. 

I 
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RESOLUTION 
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Resolved the City Council of Urbana hereby adopts the attached Policy as 

an expression of its own resolve, for the edification of the Citizens of Urbana 

and for the direction of City Officials and Employees and further that it adopts 

initially and provides methods for revision without Council action certain stan-

dards entitled "Str.eet Tree and Street Landscaping Standards of the City of Ur-

bana, Illinois" attached hereto. 
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CITY OF URBANA, ILLINOIS 

POLICY FOR STREET TREES AND STREET LANDSCAPING 

It is the policy of the City Council of Urbana, Illinois: 

1. To encourage planting of trees adjacent to city streets but on private property 
(to be maintained and removed at the expense of the property owner) as follows: 

a. By furnishing the planning to achieve a unifying and massing effect. 

b. By purchasing and planting trees along existing major and collector streets 
where a majority of the owners on any whole block (either sides between ad­
jacent street intersections) will sign releases permitting the city to plant. 

c. By extablishing a priority list for orderly budgeting on a "first come first 
served" basis. 

d. By budgeting and appropriating a mimumum of $1500 per year for this purpose. 

e. By extending the effect of the budget by cooperating with organizations 
volunteering services and by planting small stock (no more than 2 1/2" 
caliper). 

2. To discourage, by publicizing, education and example, the following: 

a. Loss of effect by unduly mixing tree varieties in any block. 

b. Massive loss by disease by planting many different varieties. 

c. Unusual cost of maintenance by listing and planting preferred tree varieties 
requiring little spraying and by listing undesirable varieties. 

d. Loss of visability due to planting of shrubs or hedges on city streets 
rights of way. 

3. To enforce ordinances requiring: 

a. Permits for planting within the right-of-way on city streets. 

4. To regulate by permit the planting by private persons of trees on any streets by 
specifying species, spacing, and location to protect public and private utili­
ties and to promote public safety and by designating streets upon which no plant­
ing may be done because of pending or future public projects. 

5. To adopt ordinances which will do the following: 

a. Make street tree planting, maintenance, and replacement a responsibility of 
developers of new subdivision improvements within the City and within 1/2 
mile of the City limits. 

6. To maintain the trees on city streets by: 

a Establishing and training qualified forestry crew. 

b. Budgeting for the tree maintenance cost. 
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c. Appropriating annually for tree maintenance and that the appropriation 
be increased as soon as practicable for street tree purposes to approximately 
one dollar ($1.00) per capita per year minimum. 

d. Training the forestry crew. 

e. Hiring the services, aa needed, of trained licensed aborists, employed after 
consultation with the Shade Tree Board. 

7. To direct the Urbana Public Works Department to promulgate procedures for the 
care, pruning, regulation and removal of street trees. 

8. To anticipate city growth by allowing and directing the Public Works Department 
to water, prune, fertilize, and generally care for trees planted outside of the 
city ~limits that may be required to be planted by the subdividers under city 
or county ordinances. 

9. To preserve certain healthy trees growing on city streets which are not neces­
sarily of a most desirable variety by refusing the requests of the citizens to 
remove them while healthy. The Public Works Department shall promulgate a list 
of such varieties. 

10. To sustain the number of trees we now have been requiring that any street tree 
removed for private purposes or to accommodate a public project be replaced with 
a tree of approved variety and at least 2 1/2• caliper as a condition of the 
project or permit, and by planting a tree for each street tree removed because 
of disease, damage, or old age. (Not necessarily at the same location nor of 
the same species.) 

11. To add to the total number of trees on city streets by budgeting and appropriat­
ing a minimum of $1000 each year for new trees until all possible city streets 
are lined with trees. 

12. To sponsor two prizes each year of $100 each prize for the best street tree de­
sign prepared by a student in landscape architecture or forestry of an unplanned 
stretch of at least 6 blocks length of Urbana streets. Such plan to be judgei 
on neatness, compliance with city format, accuracy, knowledge of existing con­
ditions and knowledge of City policies. Such sponsorship to continue until 
all streets have been planned. 

13. To form a Shade Tree Board made up of 3 to 5 local professional people to be 
appointed by the Mayor for the purpose of judging the plans subllitted for any 
street (any public project and for all plans for 6 or more block lengths) for 
holding hearings about such plans and for advising the City Council about a­
dopting such plans. The Board will review periodically the list of species and 
advise an additions or deletions. 

14. To cooperate with utility companies, adjacent private owners and appropriate 
not for profit organizations at all times to further the adopted plans and 
policies of the City ~egarding street trees. 

15. To promulgate and publish policies, ordinances, procedures, and standards re­
garding street trees. 

16. To conserve city funds by discountinuing · the spraying of tree varieties on the 
Prohibited or Restricted List of Standards and spray only those on the "To Be 
Presented List" as needed. 
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17. To remove progressively all trees located on city streets found on the Pro­
hibited or Restricted List of Standards less than 4" in diameter measured 
1 1/2' above the ground or which are deformed or for which a request for re­
moval is received by an adjoining property owner. The Public Works Depar ment 
shall prepare and promulgate a list of prohibited trees; such trees shall not 
be planted on city streets. 

18. To promote the public safety and consistent with the responsibility of the 
Commissioner of Public Works, hereafter authorize him to prune, plant, prohibit, 
regulate, and remove all landscaping in or overhanging public property. Such 
authority shall be limited by written policy, ordinance, or resolutions already 
adopted or which may be adopted by the Urbana City Council. 

The Department shall also prepare a list of restricted trees. Such trees may only 
be planted by special permission of the Shade Tree Board. 
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!~1~ s docu::tcnt s11r . .ll }:,,, knmm and uay ])c cited as the ''TJrh,crna Str2e:t Tree 

Stan~aY-ds . ;i 

conte}:t, ,,,0:-C:s usc.d in r:he rirc::;cnt tcns2 ir.cludL! th12 future•; w0rds in t he plural 

incl.l:c:e t>c sir.f'.ular ~ :i:v". words in the:~ sinc;ul..i:: r.w;1ho:::- j_nclude the plural number . 

The iw:-c "S!1.:lll" is ;nancL1tory, not r-iercly ciirc.ctory. 

A. ':Ci T ' ·'!f ~.s the City f o_ l1rhan<i 
' 

Eli:tois " C {tv ---· OT f'i c: j a 1 1 1 is ChG Cor"missioncr 

of Pi..:blic ~-~o!"'ks o:: the City of Urban.:.1 
' 

I 11 ~. no is 

"Pc:-scn" is <l.ny person, firm, par tnc:rship, assocL-1 ti on, corµor::• ti on, company .. 
or org~n:zacin:l of 3nv kind (hl:t not a ~icy Emplov0e actin~ under instruct1on of 

!1is s-..!pt:·:-.-ior .:Yr t! Citv Officer .:1ccing in l1ls offic;ir1l cnp:ici.ty) . 

w~v 'i·:l1e:n 3.nv pa:-t tli.:rcof is open to t:1c ust~ of the public, as d rr.;;.rtcr of right 

for rurnoscs of vel:icul<tr u ·2f f:i.c • 

. D. "?rc.;:ertv Line " sh<lll rne.:rn · the outer edge of a street or hig:-:wt1y . 

o r nrs2r p2vin2, lyin~ between the ~roperty lin~ nnd thnt portion of the street 

'·' "::'-::-0cs :rnd Silruhs" sh2.ll 1-nclude n.i.l woody ver,ett1tion, nmv or hereafte r 

;;:rowi::1g on e.r.y street, c·xccr>t whe:::-e or:herwise ir:.d :icatt'd . 

n;ohfoi tcJ . 

person own:i.::<;3 such property as shown hy 

curr enr:: re:cords of the Count/ Collector of Ch2mprti~~n County, Ill1~'1ois . 
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SECTION III - STREET TREE STANDARDS 

A. Planting 

1. Size of Trees Planted by or Purchased by the City 

a. All medium or large tree species or varieties planted as hereinafter 

classified shall be at least 1 1/4 inches in diameter, measured 6 inches above ground 

level and at least 7 feet in height when planted. 

b. All small tree species or varieties as hereinafter classified shall 

be at least 6 feet or more in height and have 4 or more branches. 

2. Grade of Trees Planted on City Streets or Those Required by Ordinance 

a. Unless otherwise allowed for substantial reasons, all trees shall 

have comparatively straight trunks, well developed leaders, and tops and roots 

characteristic of the species or variety showing evidence of proper nursery pruning. 

All trees must be free of insects, disease, mechanical injuries and other objection-

able features at the time of planting. To compensate for any serious loss of roots, 

the branch system of the tree should be reduced by thinning or cutting back as deter-

mined by the growth characteristics and form of the tree species. 

b. All shrubs must be well branched and normal in respect to species 

height and spread characteristics; they must possess healthy and adequate root 

systems, and must be free from insects, disease and mechanical injuries at the time 

of planting. 

3. Methods of Planting and Bracing 

a. Most small deciduous trees and shrubs may be moved bare rooted 

unless otherwise indicated. Bare roots shall be packed at the nursery in wet peat 

moss or other water-holding materials. 

b. All coniferous trees or shrubs shall be moved in spring only and 

shall be balled and burlapped. Balled roots should be prevented from drying out at the 

surface of the ball and be protected against injurious freezing. 



d. r{' hc hoL~ :;;h::ill he dcc11 cno lg 1 to ':)l<:.nt t:hc tree or shn b no 

~. Acccpt.:.blc top soi:, compost, pc~c moss or other &cccpt.:ihlc 

~I c roo:s or ~n the hnck .ill aro~n<l the . .. . ' 

.. 

.:.n U)i:ig~t position accordi~g to .:.ccc?tcd arbo::iculcural practices . 

g~ys o= suppo=cs sh&ll he fasccncd so t~.:.t t~cy will not girdle nor cause 

4. Species o= VaYiety 

U• 0nly cesirab~e ~=ees of good ap?Caranca, beauty, adaptability, 

lon~ :ivad &~c generally free fro~ in:urious insects or disa3sc shall be planted 

in p~blic pl.:iccs. 

b. \.JlH~;:c :-;·~rcct hlocks have been ;:issignc:d ;:i p;:irticulnr spec :ics or 

va::iL:i:y o;: t~r . .:.<lo:neJ Scrcct '::'rec " 'l.:i~1, o. ly t csc s' .'.111 n0 plan C!J . 

? 
~. 

acer vubrul 

Acer p~aca~oides Sc~wecl2::i 
;.\.ce:: Sc..cch~~t::-:1 

Ccl:is cccid2~:a:~s 
?::a~~~us ~cn~sylv.:.nica 

F::.:.xi~us ~u.:.rlra~gul~ta 

Red Maple 
:::10-:w2y :.:aple 
Sc"i-"'.:i:·Jcc..:(;::: Yiap :. z 
Sug.s::- :. a?le 
I~2.C ~..:b 2:-::-y 
G::-2en Ash 
3 uc Ash 
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Li~u~d~~h2r styr3c::'..:lu.:i. 
Liriodcndron tulipifcra 
~I:1g no l :. ~--: ~-~ c ~~~11 i r..:.: t .cl 

Pl3~anus ~cc~ifolia 

C! c:..·cu s robc:.:.­
Qt:2::-cu ... l.-ub:a 
'l."ilia .:.r.1cric2na 

S'.ve:ct: Ct.:m 
Tulip T;:cc 
Cuct;mbc:: T·.::-e:c 
Loc1do n P la nc 
En~l::.'..sh Oak 
R2cl O.:i.k 
American Linden 

3-2. ~~cdiu:n Siz2 Trees (30 - SO~ '~2ture i-leigh~) 

Ac2= platano::'..des co:~=a=c 
Ac2r rubrum colunnar 
Acer saccharum colt.:mnare 
?=axinus excelsior 
Gil:kgo oiloba 
Gym:1ocL·.c:::s ~ioicus 
Nyss2 sylv:itica 
P~cllodc~dro~ amurcnse 
Tilia cord2·cc. 
Til::'..a euchlo:ca 
Tilia tomerxosa 

Column2r No ::way Naple 
Colum~ar Red Maple 
Colunnar Sugar ~ap~e 
Europc3.n. Ash 
Ginkgo (Male sex o~ly) 
Kcnt:ucky Coffee Tree 
EJ.r"ck Gum 
Co::-k Tree 
Littleleaf Linden 
Crimean Linden 

. $ilve_r ;Linden 
~ . ' .... ·~ .. 

3-3. Small Size Tiees (Under 30 v ~atu::-e Hei;;ht) 

Acer ?latanaides globosum 
Carpin~s betulus 
Cercidiphyllum jepo~icum 
Crataegus ?ta2no~yrum 
?::-ax::'..nus excelsior umbraculifera 
Fraxinus quadrangulata globosa 
Koelrcuceria paniculata 
MRgnolia virginiana 
Ostrya virBiniana 

Globe Norway ~aple 
2uropean Hornheam 
Katsura Tree 
Washington Hawthorn 
Gloheheaded European Ash 
Globe Blue Ash 
Goldenrain Tree 
Sweet Bay (Tree Form) 
llophornheam 
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Any of these tree species and varieties may be selectively incorporated 

into che Screet Plan . . Other species may be added to the list by the City Official 

as experience proves their value and with the app:coval of .the Shade T:-ee Board . 

C. P:cohibited or Undesirable Trees 

7~~ followine trc0s arc consid0rcd ~cncrnlly undcsiral1le for s·rcct tree 

planci~g an2 their use shall be pro~ibit2d, or rest::-icted to species and loca-

tio~s w~ere, because of ce~tain character~stics of adapt2bility or landscape ef-

feet. they ca~ be used to advantage. Trees with an asterisk shall not be re-

nov2~ ct the request of adjoining owner un~ess dead. diseased, severely damaged 

Abics s~,. 

Acer negu:-.do 
?i..r 
Eoxelder 



Acer succharinurn 
Aesculus sp. 
Ailanthus altissima 
Albizzia sp. 
Ca. alpa sp. 
Diospyros virginiana 

**Gleditsin triacanthos 
Juglans nigra 
Juniperus sp. 
Maclura pomif era 
Malus sp. 
Marus sp. 
Picea sp. 
Pinus sp. 
Platanus occidentalis 
Populus sp. 
Pyrus, sp. 
Prunus sp. 

**Quercus palustris 
Robinia pseudoacacia 
Salix sp. 
Thuja sp. 
Ulmus sp. 

*Silver or Soft Maple 
*Horsechestunt 

Tree-of-Heaven 
Mimosa 
Catalpa 
Persimmon 
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*Honey locust and its varieties 
*Black Walnut 
Junipers 
Osage Orange 
Apples 
Mulberry 
Spruce 
Pines 

*Sycamore 
Poplars, Cottonwood 
Pear (all fruiting varieties) 
Cherry, Plum 

*Pin Oak 
Black Locust 
Willow­
Arbor vitae 

*Elms 

Thornless honey locust should be limited in use because of the webworm prob-

lem. Pin Oak should be planted also in limited numbers because of a chlorosis problem. 

D. Location 

1. Trees shall be planted at least 30 feet from the pavement edge of the 

cross street at street intersections. This distance to be measured from the curb 

lines projected to the point of intersection as shown in Figure 1. Small trees shall 

be planted at least 10 feet from driveways and alleys, larger trees at least 15 feet. 

2. Spacing of trees shall be determined by the City official according to 

species to be used, their mature height, spread and form. Generally, all trees in 

the "Large Size Class" shall be planted a minimum of 30 feet on center; and all trees 

in the "Small Size Class" shall be planted a mimimum of 20 feet on center. 

E. Trimming 

1. When possible, all small established trees shall be trimmed of branches 



; . .. "" .. 
6 

to a height of at le. st 7 feet. Newly planted, sm~ll trees need not have branches 

on the lower 1/3 of the tree removed until they are well established. 

2. All large, established i rees shall be trimmed to a height of 9 feet 

over sidewalks and 12 feet over all street pavements except those that are not pro-

hibited to truck traffic which shall have a clearance of 16 feet. 

3. All cuts shall be plush cut with a saw or pruner. 

4. All cuts shall be made at the nodes or crotches and no stubs shall be 

left. Feather growth shall be removed as it reaches pencil size in diameter. 

5. All dead, cross and rubbing limbs shall be removed, except when 

healthy limbs that are rubbing may be cabled to prevent further injury. 

6. All old and new wounds over 2 inches in diameter shall be treated with 

a good quality tree paint unless decayed. Acceptable tree paints are: any with an 

asphal base or mixtures of lanolin and crude gum. 

7. All tools used on a tree suspected to be infected with a contagious 

disease shall be disinfected before being used on another tree. 

8. Whenever streets are to be blocked off in removal of large limbs, the 

police and fire dipartments shall be notified of the location and the length of the 

time the street will be blocked. The police and fire departments shall be notified up-

on removal of such barriers or if such barriers are to remain longer than originally 

designated. 

9. Suitable street and sidewalk barriers and signs shall be used to pro-

tect'the public when trimming a tree. Red lanterns or flares shall be placed on all 

barriers or obstructions remaining in the street or sidewalk after dark. 

10. No spurs or climbing irons shall be used. 

F. Spraying 

1. Suitable precautions shall be taken to protect and warn the public that 

spraying is being done. 
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2. Spraying shall be done only for the control of specific diseases or 

insects with the proper materials in the necessary strength and applied at the proper 

time to obtain the desired control. Information of this nature may be obtained from 

the City Official. 

3. Dormant oil spray shall not be applied on hard maples, hickory or 

walnut. 

G. Fertilization 

1. Fertilization of public trees shall follow the accepted arboricultural 

standards. 

2. No fertilizer containing less than the formulation of 10-8-6 (Nitrogen, 

phosphorus, potassium) shall be used unless approved by the City Commissioner of 

Public Works for subsurface fertilization and is to be used at the rate of not more 

than six (6) pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet. 

3. For surface orr liquid injection fertilization, only urea or ammonium 

nitrate is to be used and at the maximum rate of six (6) pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 

square fee~ of area fertilized. 

H. Cavities and Bracings. 

1. Extensive cavity work should not be performed on a tree unless it is 

of sufficiently high value to justify the cost. 

2. The sides and ends of all cavity openings must conform with the direction 

of sap flow, and the cambial edge must be protected at all times during the work by 

the application of orange shellac. A cavity filling must not protrude beyond the 

cambium layer at any point along the cavity edge. 

3. Provisions should be made for drainage from a cavity which may exude 

sap behind the filling. 

4. As a general rule, cables should be placed as high as approximately 

two thirds of the distance between the crotch and branch ends. Rust-resistant 

cables, thimbles and lags should be used. The ends of a cable should be attached 
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to hooks or eyes of lags or bolts and thimbles must be used in the eye splice in 

each end of the cable. In no instance shall cable be wrapped around a branch. 

I. Watering 

Ample water shall be applied to newly-planted trees. 

J. Removal 

1. Notification of the police and fire departments as described under 

"Trimming" shall apply to blocking of streets when removing trees. 

2. Barriers, signs and warning as listed under "Trimming" shall apply also 

to removal of trees. 

3. Spurs and climbing irons may be used on trees to be removed. 

K. Amend 

The City Official shall have the authority to modify, amend, or extend 

with the approval of the Shade Tree Board the aboricultural specifications and 

standards or practice at any time that experience indicates improved methods or 

whenever circumstances make it advisable. 


