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ORDINANCE NO. 80 [$ / -- } 

AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SECTION 18-1 

OF THE URBANA LOCAL TRAFFIC 
ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF URBANA, 

ILLINOIS, as follows: 

1. That Section 18-1 of the Urbana Local Traffic 

Ordinances, As Amended, is hereby repealed in its entirety upon 

the taking effect of this Ordinance; and 

2. That a new Section 18-1 of the Urbana Local Traffic 

Ordinance, As Amended, is hereby enacted as follows: 

18-1. Storage of Inoperable Vehicles. 

(1). For the purpose of this Ordina~ce, the 

following wprds shall have the meaning ascribed to them as follows: 

"Highway" means the entire width between the 
boundary lines of every way publicly maintained when 
any part thereof is opened for the use of the public 
for purposes of vehicular traffic. 

"Inoperable Vehicle" means any motor vehicle or 
other vehicle incapable of, or prohibited from being 
driven upon any highway due to disrepair, disuse, or 
not being legally registered. Any vehicle not displaying 
valid registration plates or proper evidence of application 
therefor will be presumed to be inoperable for purposes 
of this Ordinance. 

(2) (a). It shall be unlawful for any person to 

leave an inoperable motor vehicle, or other vehicle, or any part 

thereof on any highway in this municipality for more than three (3) 

consecutive days. Provided, however, if such vehicle is creating a 

traffic hazard because of its position in relation to the highway or 

its physical appearance is causing an impedence in traffic, its 

immediate removal by a towing service may be authorized by order of 

the Chief of Police, City of Urbana. If such motor vehicle does not 

have displayed current valid registration plates, it may be removed 

immediately upon the order of the Chief of Police, City of Urbana, 

without first giving the notice of hearing as set forth in Section (3) 

below. 

(b). No person shall leave any inoperable 

motor vehicle or parts thereof in any area which is not a highway 

in view of the public or outside of any building for more than 
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thirty .·(30) consecutive days after having received notice from 

the City of Urbana to remove such vehicle or parts thereof, provided, 

however, · the thirty ( 3 O) day period may be extended for up to 

sixty {60) days by the Director of Public Works upon proper application 

for such extension by the owner of the property whereon such vehicle 

or parts thereof is stored. The Director of Public Works may grant 

repeated extensions of time up to sixty {60) days each upon proper 

application and showing of good cause. An inoperable motor vehicle 

or parts thereof found on any 'property other than a highway in view 

of the public or outside of any building, may be removed by a towing 

service upon the order of the Administrator of the Community Develop

ment Services Department, City of Urbana, if the motor vehicle, or 

any parts thereof, has not been removed within ·thirty {30) days, 

or any extension granted by the Director of Public Works, after 

notice to do so addressed to the owner of the property upon which 

the said inoperable vehicle or any parts thereof is located, provided, 

however, if such inoperable vehicle has displayed current valid 

registration plates, the notice as set forth in Section (3) below 

shall be sent to the owner of the vehicle prior to any authorization 

to tow such vehicle is given. 

The initial notice shall advise the owner 

upon whose property such vehicle or parts thereof is stored of such 

owner's right to make application to the Director of Public Works 

for extensions of time as provided in this Ordinance. 

{c). Upon receipt of an application for an 

extension of time as provided for in Section (2) (b) above, the 

Director of Public Works shall grant an extension up to sixty {60) 

days if the owner of the property upon which such vehicle or parts 

thereof is stored submits to him/her an affidavit that the owner of 

the inoperable vehicle or parts thereof is a bona fide resident of 

the property upon which the said vehicle or parts thereof are stored 

and the said vehicle or parts thereof are being held for sale. 

(3). If a motor vehicle or other vehicle is properly 

registered and displays current registration plates and is subject 
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to subsections (_2) (a} or (2) (b) herei,n,. under which towing of 

such vehicle may be authorized, then,notice and opportunity for 

hearing on the matter must be accorded to the registered owner 

before towing. The Director of Public Works shall preside at 

such hearing and shall decide whether the applicable municipal 

department has authority to tow the vehicle in question pursuant 

to a subsection herein. The notice of hearing shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

NOTICE 

NAME --------------------------------
ADDRESS -------~-----------------------
CITY 

A vehicle described as: 

MAKE 

YEAR ---------------------
COLOR ---------------------

with registration plates number is registered 
in your name with the Secretary of State of Illinois. This vehicle 
has been located at (location) and is in 
violation of . '(ordinance and description)· 
This violation s~bjects your vehicle to towing and if you are found 
guilty of the offense described thereunder, you are subject to a fine. 
In addition, the costs of towing will be assessed against you. 

If you wish to have a hearing on the matter of towing, you must 
notify the Director of Public Works within five (5) days of receipt 
of this notice. At that time a hearing date will be set. If you 
do not wish to have ci hearing or fail to notify the Director of 
Public Works within five (5) days of receipt of this notice, then 
your vehicle is subject to immediate towing. 

(4). When an inoperable, lost, stolen or unclaimed 

motor vehicle or other vehicle comes into the temporary possession 

or custody of a person who is not the owner of the vehicle, such 

person shall immediately notify the City of Urbana Police Department 

when the vehicle is within the corporate limits of the City of Urbana. 

Upon receipt of such notification, the Chief of Police or the 

Administrator of the Community Development Services Department shall 

authorize a towing service to remove and take possession of the 

inoperable, lost, stolen or unclaimed motor vehicle or other vehicle. 

The towing service will safely keep the towed vehicle and its contents, 

maintain a record of the tow until the vehicle is claimed by the 
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owner or any other person legally entitled to possession thereof, 

or until it is disposed of as provided in this Ordinance. 

(5). When a vehicle's removal from either public. 

or private property is authorized by order of the Chief of Police 

or the Administrator of the Community Development Services Department 

of the City of Urbana, the owner of the vehicle will be responsible 

for all towing charges. However, nothing in this Ordinance shall· 

effect a posessory lien for services of the towing service, if there 

be any. 

(6). When a motor vehicle or other vehicle is 

authorized to be towed away, the department which authorized the 

towing shall keep and maintain a record of the vehicle towed, 

listing the color, year of manufacture, manufacturer's trade name, 

manufacturer's series name, body style, vehicle identification 

number, and license plate year and number displayed on the vehicle. 

The record shall also include the date and hour of tow,.location 

towed from, location towed to, reason for towing, and the,name of 

the officer authorizing the tow. The department authorizing the 

towing shall cause those efforts set forth in Section 4-205 of the 

Illinois Vehicle Code to be undertaken. 

(7). Any time before a motor vehicle or other 

vehicle is sold at public sale or disposed of as provided herein, 

the owner or other person legally entitled to its possession may 

reclaim the vehicle by presenting to the department that authorized 

the towing proof of ownership or proof of the right to possession 

of the vehicle. 

(8). Whenever an inoperable, lost, stolen or 

unclaimed motor vehicle or other vehicle seven (7) years of age or 

newer remains unclaimed by the owner or other person legally entitled 

to its possession for a period ~f thirty (30) days after riotice has 

been given as provided in the above subsection, the department having 

authority over the vehicle shall cause it to be sold at public 

sale to the highest bidder. Notice! of the time and place of the 

sale shall be posted in a conspicuous place for at least ten (10) 

days prior to the sale on the premises where the vehicle has been 

impounded. At least ten (10) days pric;,r to the sale, the Police 
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Department shall cause a not;i:..ce o~ the time and place of the sale 

to be sent by certified mail to the registered owner or other person 

known by the Police Il:!partment or towing service to be legally 

entitled to the possession of the vehicle. Such notice shall contain 

a complete description of the vehicle to be sold and what steps must 

be taken by any legally entitled person to reclaim the vehicle. 

In those instances where the·certified 

notification specified herein has been returned by the postal 

authorities to the police department due to the addressee having 

moved or being unknown at the address obtained from the registration 

records of this state, the sending of a second certified notice will 

not be required. 

(9). When the identity of the owner or other person 

legally entitled to the possession of an inoperable, lost or 

unclaimed vehicle of seven (7) years of age or newer cannot be 

determined by any means provided for in this Ordinance, the vehicle 

may be sold as provided herein or disposed of in the manner authorized 

by law without notice to the registered owner or other person legally 

entitled to the possession of the vehicle. 

(10). When an inoperable.vehicle of more than seven 

(7) years of age, other than an antique vehicle, is impounded as 

specified by this Ordinance, it will be kept in custody for a 

minimum of ten (10) days for the purpose of determining ownership, 

the contacting of the owner by the U.S. Mail,· or in person for a 

determination of disposition. At the expiration of the ten (10) day 

period, without the benefit of disposition information being received 

from the owner, the department which authorized the towing may 

authorize the disposition of said vehicle, as in Section (9) concerning 

the disposal of the vehicle, as junk only. 

A motor vehicle or other vehicle classified 

as an antique vehicle shall be disposed of only as provided for in 

Sections (8) or (9) above. An antique vehicle is a motor vehicle that 

is more than twenty-five (25) years old or a bona fide replica thereof. 
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(11). When a motor vehicle or other vehicle in 

the custody of the Police Department is reclaimed by the owner 

" 
or other legally entitled person, or when the vehicle is sold at 

public sale or otherwise disposed of as provided in this Ordinance, 

a report of the transaction will be maintained by the police 

department for a period of one (1) year from the date of the sale 

or disposal. 

(12). When a vehicle located within the corporate 

limits of this municipality is authorized to be towed away by the 
cd 

applicable department and disposal of as set forth in this Ordinance, 

the proceeds of the public sale or disposition after the deduction 

of towing, storage and processing charges shall be deposited in 

the municipal treasury (Motor Vehicle Parking Fund). 

· (13). No authorized city employee, towing service 

owner, operator or employee shall be held to answer or be liable 

for damages in any action brought by the registered owner, former 

registered owner, or his/her legal representative, or any other 

person legally entitled to the possession of a motor vehicle or 

other vehicle when the vehicle was processed and sold or disposed 

of as provided by this Ordinance. 

(I4). Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed 

to apply to violations of Chapter 95 1/2, Sec. 11-1301 or violations 

of Urbana Traffic Ordinances Sections 12-1, 12-2, 12-8, 14-7, 14-8 

or the towing of vehicles found in violation of the abovesaid 

sections, nor shall anything in this Ordinance be construed to apply 

to any vehicle found parked in an area that is posted with a 

permanent sign indicating parking is prohibited at the time when 

the vehicle was found so parked, provided there are signs indicating 

that violators will be towed. 

(15). Provisions Regarding Temporary No Parking Zones. 

(a). Definitions. 

"Temporary No Parking Area" means 
an area in which parking would be otherwise 
lawful, but which has been posted with Temporary 
No Parking Signs as provided for in this Ordinance. 

"Temporary No Parking Sign" means a 
temporary sign which shall bear the following 
legend: "No Parking Tfrom (date, hours) to {date, 
hours)] - Violators Will Be Towed at Owner's Expense." 
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"Posting Authority" means the City 
Engineer, Director of Public Works or Chief of 
Police of the City of Urbana, who by virtue of 
this Ordinance have authority to c;:reate a 
Temporary No Parking Area and post Temporary No 
Parking Signs under authority of this Ordinance. 

(b) . Posting. 

No person shall park any vehicle in a 

Temporary No Parking Area if Temporary No Parking Signs are posted 

under the authority of the Posting Authority, at least twenty-four 

(24) hours prior to the onset of the prohibition of parking in such 

area; Temporary No Parking Signs shall be placed at least one for 

every one hundred feet (100') along the area where parking is so 

prohibited. The Posting Authority who caused the Temporary No 

Parking Area to be so posted or his/her designee shall certify in 

writing that he/she has inspected those areas where such signs are 

posted at the time such Temporary No Parking Signs were posted and 

that such signs were properly posted in accordance with this 

Ordinance. Further, the Posting Authority who caused the Temporary 

No Parking Area to be so posted shall certify that he/she or his/her 

designee has inspected those areas where Temporary No Parking Signs 

are posted at least once in ea.ch twenty-four (24) hour period 

following the initial posting and that all signs are still erect, 

visible and legible, or that he/she has caused a replacement of any 

signs which were not erect, visible and legible. The Posting 

Authority or his/her designee shall also identify by make, model 

and license number those vehicles which they found parked in the 

area when the Temporary No Parking Signs were first erected in such 

area. 

(c). Towing Provision. 

If any vehicle found in the Temporary 

No Parking Area is a vehicle that was parked in 'the Temporary No 

Parking Area before thj signs were erected, such vehicle may be 

towed, but at the City's expense, and the owner shall be notified 

by telephone, if practical, and certified mail. Those vehicles 

found in the Temporary No Parking Area after the time that parking 

in such area became prohibited by virtue of the erection of the 

- 7 -



' .. 

Temporary No Parking Signs pursuant to this Ordinance may be towed 

and the owner of such vehicle, if found guilty of violating this 

Ordinance, shall be fined as provided for herein and shall be 

responsible for all towing costs and impoundment charges. 

(16.) Any person found in violation of the pro

visions of this Article shall be fined not less than Twenty-five 

Dollars ($25.00) nor more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for 

each violation, and if the vehicle of the said violation had been 

towed away and impounded, the towing charges and impoundment charges 

shall be assessed against the owner. 

3. Section 14.11 of the Urbana Traffic Ordinance, as 

amended, is repealed upon the taking effect of this Ordinance. 

4. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 

from and after its passage and publication in accordance with the 

terms of Section 1-2-4 of the Illinois Municipal Code. 

5. This Ordinance is hereby passed by the affirmative 

vote, the "ayes" and "nays" being called, of a majority of the 
. -~,;:.~:;'<;-. '(]> 1::.:.,, :~: '•l >': '-- . 

members of the Council of the City of Urbana, Illinois,,,;";aif;'.da! s)t:>e.Q'.flli;l 

meeting of said Council on the /t/Pk day of 3' ~4?~~:;r*li~~~~'.\ 
PASSED by the City Council this /.L.f/:t/...,day ~6£} ;,:,; ,;1\::t;;.,, l,;"~f,;' ~-

1980, ~ ,J ) I •1};f~:)t.•;{:_:}~~~f 
I \.,,vJC.~ 03 ~~~':,i~~ .1, /1<~/;'9-o-t • ' ' . '> <,,~ ',-

RU th S. Brookens, C'itY i ~ i)<;: \ o , · 

APPROVED by the Mayor this J..J.!:. day of ~-''.1~>:.", 
1980. 1 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

I, Ruth S. Brookens, City Clerk of the City of Urbana, 
Illinois, do herewith certify that I caused the above Ordinance to 
be duly published in the Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette on the~ 
day of fi/:'u~ , 1980, and a Certificate of Publication is 
attached ret_:.. 

Ruth S. Brookens, City Clerk 
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l·-/ ORDINANCE NO. 81l8J-1. 

,·. 
I• 
I ,. ,. 
I ,, .. BE IT ORDAINED. BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF Ti-IE CITY OF UR,BANA, 

ILLINOIS,.as follows: ' . . 

: , 1. Ttiat•'sectlon ra-1··~.the Urbana LC>Cal TrBtf,c ... <;>r"di(\ar,,ces, As,.Aminded, is 
: . hereby repealed in Its entirety Y\'n the tak)ng effect·ofJhls Ordln~nce; and_ 

: ' 2. That a.new.Section .111:1 of the Urbana Local Traffic Or~lnan~e,°As Amended, 
1 is hereby enaded as follows: ·, · 

:·· '·1e-.1_; Storage of lnoperable·Veh.!cle~. . . _,.. . . 

:·' . .(1)· for the puri>Ose. of this Ordinance, the followfng words shall have the 
: meaning ascribed.to them as ·f~llpws: · .. , ' · · •· ; · · · 

o!iD@liil !o ill'il@ fPll!!l~Hi@li-i@r @q iili'nca INl@we-G11J2:ntl!l ~ml:! tlli~li: li:llii@ @$Jffilil@ Oo 

@ll ®@liil@lrlilff @HreiWH!!iO@iro ll!l!.!lbCDsheliJJ B~ Clla&impai!,llliil, ©li'!~m!jilrn0@1iil 

llli Olfiliidi liil@Wlilli'lllllMlll' lliillld ill®@li'i ll'ellJl!lllarly l!llllll>llalhloo . -1i'ow liilil@ro 

i ~r i@ ~lhl@ ii'ull'~ fillll.!lillfi@aitl@IJI @i7 l'(!'ie a1111lillexed no~lce; r;iaiiidl fillll!lbiiBiil@r 

t&li@ lillillll!l@~ llil@iile@ 'Wl!.I® l?Mli:iilGll'led or1ce ®aeh week i'@ir _____ ~ 

®&ti@l lll@W8P~l!i@li', !i'!l&m@l.1;' @mi tlil@ followlng elates~--------

• A. D. 11 

:· "Highway" means the e~lire·width between. the ~u,;dary il~es of·ev~ry way· 
,· publicly maintained when any part. thereof. is opened ,for WI. use of the pub.lie -for 
:: purposes of vehicular traffic.· . · · · ,-. ·· . · · / .,. ------------------------------------

:( ~ · '!looperable .Vehicle"· ~~ans ~n~ ·motor ve~iC1e .or o;her-Y,h~~le:"1nCapable of, /[ ~ ., 
:, or prohibited· from being drjven.'Opon any ~lghway due ta dlsrepa_ir, dlsuse;or not · 
1:> being Jegally registered·. Any vehicle not displaying llalid registration plates or\ · 
, proper . evidence. of application . l~erefor wl II be presumed to. be . Inoperable for ·; 

• A, D. 11 

, purposes of this Ordinance. · · 

r '. ' (2) (a)'. It shall'" b/e unlawful ·for. any person to .-leave an Jn0P'erable · motor '( 
vehicle, or other vehicle, or any part thereof on any highway in·lhis municipality 
for more than three (3) consecutive -days .. Provided; ho',Yever, If;, such. vehicle is 
creating a traffic hazard because· of Its ~sltion 111 relation lo the highway or I.ls· ·1 

physical appearance is causing an impede~ce In t-raffic; .its immediate.r:emoval by · i 

, A. D, 19 

, A. D. 10 
a towing service may be authorized bl( order, of the . <c:hief of .. Police,· City of " 
Urbana·. If such motor vehicle !loes not liave displ<jYed curre.nt valid registration · · 
p_lates, it may be removed iminedial~ly 6pon the orde_r onhe Chief bf. Pollce, City, ej 
of Urbana.- without first. giving the· notice of hearing, a~. set ,forth ln-:Sectlon (3) Ir 
below. . . · , · · .. · .. ·. !.---~----------------~----------
. (b). No person shall leave iiny inoper,able·motor vehlCI~ or pcirts -thereof in. \/ 
any. 11rea which Is not a highway In view.of the public o.r out.side of any building· 11 
for -mori, than thirty C30l consecutive days after having received· notice from ·1he )further certifies that the date of the ftret paper contal,nlng tha uHd 
City of ·1Jrbana to remove such vehicle .or parts thereaf, .Pr:ovided, hOWever, the \! 
thlrty·(30l day period may be extended for up to.sixty (60) days by the Director I- dat• he~~l!'la .. ove set fo...,,. "'nd ths" th dat o'" ._,. ' _. 
of ·Pubilc Works upon propl!r application for such exte.nsion by the· pwn~r of the· ·1;_,..,., " 0 ~ ., ,-.,., .. ~~ e e " •n6 ,a .. ~ IJ!lll!j:!tlll' 
property whereon such vehicle or parts thereof is· stored. The Director of Public 
works may grant repeated. extensions of lln,e·up·to sixty (60) .days ·each upon ,'notice Wllll!l on the last date herelnabove set forth. 
prpolir,,.appllcatlori and showln11 of ·good cause. An Inoperable motor, vi;hlcle or i: 
parts thereof found on any property other lh_an a highway in vlev,, of the public or I 
outside of any building; may be removed· by a .. towlng. servrce upon the,order of · 

;. mlnlstralor· of the Community Development Services Department, City of . Th Ch • N G J 00 
. -if the ·motor vehicle, or. any parts thereof, has not. been. remolled within e am.p.,.1gn ews azette, ncorporat 

) days, or any extensio,n granted by the Director of PubUc Works, after : . C:U -
o do so. addressed 16 ·the owner · of the · property upon whlcr.; the said I ~ 
le vehicle or. any parts thereof Is located, pro\/id_ed,,however, _If such· {) G 
e vehicle has displayed·-current":ilalld registration plates, the notice. as !: ~ // ,!/· _ _ · · 

·set fo in Section (3J below shall be sent to the owner of the vehicle prior. to any ~ _ ____.,.- / - / 

authorit:0,~iWal0:,~~~h~~:n1~:fvl!egi~:n.;wner upon whose property such veh1c:1e 1;--r··~7--·---·-.. ---..... -----"·"~=--c...-----=-·-.,_::2 ....... ~----------"'-"""'--'=""/-....___.,,.-"""-=-··---------
or p&rts thereof is stored of '$UCh owner's . right: 'to make applicatlo~ to the .. ? 

Director of Public Works .for extensions of time ·as provi'ded in this Ordinance. · 
Controller 

le). Upon receipt of an application for an extension of lime as provided for 
I . - ·- ·-----•--·'~'~, ...... -'--·- .....!..- r,.,,.._ ... ,..,. .....c ID••'""'ll,- u.1.....,..1,.,·."e.\;,""'ll nr;:i,n.t n,n SIIIYtG!ll'\$iOn UD PUBLISHER OF THE NEWS.GAZETTE 
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