
 
  

 

                DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

Economic Development Division 
 

m e m o r a n d u m 
 
TO:   Urbana Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:  Christina McClelland, Public Arts Coordinator  
 
DATE:  May 8, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: King Park Public Art Concept    
 
Background 
For a number of years it has been a goal of the Public Arts Commission to create a lasting piece 
of public artwork to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in King 
Park. The completed artwork will help promote the park as an amenity for the local 
neighborhood and school, as well as provide an attraction for residents of Urbana and 
Champaign County.  
 
City staff and the King Park Public Art Project Commission subcommittee have worked with the 
Urbana Park District to identify a qualified artist to design public art in the park through a 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process. On June 12, 2012 the Urbana Public Arts Commission 
selected Douglas Kornfeld to create a permanent public art piece to commemorate the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Urbana’s King Park. Unfortunately, the vision 
developed by this artist was unsuccessful and his agreement with the City was subsequently 
terminated 
 
Preston Jackson was approved as the new selected artist to design a public art piece for King 
Park during the February 12, 2013 Public Arts Commission meeting. Based in Peoria, IL, Mr. 
Jackson is an accomplished artist who has produced many public art pieces for cities in Illinois 
and taught at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Bradley University, and Millikin 
University. His work has particularly dealt with history and the African-American experience. 
An agreement with Mr. Jackson outlining the scope of his design services, including 
deliverables, schedule of performance, schedule of compensation, and process of design 
approval, was negotiated by City legal staff. Following approval by the Public Arts Commission 
at the April 2, 2013 meeting, this Public Art Design Services Agreement (Exhibit A) was 
approved by the Urbana City Council at their April 15, 2013 meeting. Also, a budget amendment 
for an additional $30,000 for the project coming from TIF 3 funds was approved by the Urbana 
City Council at their April 15, 2013 meeting. This raises the project budget to a total of $75,000, 
all from TIF 3 funds, which must be used by December 31, 2013 when the TIF district expires.   
 
 



 
  

Discussion 
 
On Thursday, April 25, 2013, Preston Jackson and his assistant, Joy Kessler, traveled to Urbana 
to visit the King Park site, and meet with staff and community stakeholders. They visited the 
King Park site with the City Public Arts Coordinator and Tim Bartlett, Urbana Park District 
Superintendent of Operations and Planning. Optimum sites for the sculpture were discussed, with 
the area equidistant between Wascher Drive and Fairview Avenue, close to Lincoln Avenue, 
appearing to be the ideal location. This spot allows for the best visibility from Lincoln, especially 
with the large number of utility poles located along this corridor. It would also be visible to 
traffic heading both north and south. The sculpture would be sited fairly close to the road while 
leaving space if Lincoln were widened in the future. For additional height, Mr. Jackson and Mr. 
Bartlett discussed the possibility of building an earth berm to raise the sculpture up. 
 
Following this field visit to King Park, a neighborhood meeting was held at the Urbana Park 
District Operations and Planning Office. The meeting was attended by: City Staff, Vicki Mayes, 
Tim Bartlett, and Debbie Rugg of the Urbana Park District, Virginia Waaler of the Urbana 
Public Arts Commission, Sam Johnson and Frankie Johnson, Lashaunda Cunningham, and Scott 
Rhodes of Adopt-A-Park; Jennifer Ivory-Tatum of King School, and Maryam Ar-Raheem, a 
community member (Exhibit B.) Mr. Jackson presented images of his previous public art work 
throughout Illinois, including pieces located at the Douglas Branch Library in Champaign and on 
the University of Illinois campus. He then showed some sketches of his ideas for the King Park 
sculpture to the group for feedback. The assembled group had a few suggestions. Scott Rhodes 
commented that he was disappointed that Dr. King was not depicted in these sketches for the 
sculpture. Unfortunately, due to the policies of the King Foundation related to the use of their 
intellectual property and project budget limitations, Dr. King’s image or quotes cannot be used in 
this piece of public art. Maryam Ar-Raheem responded that because Dr. King was a humble 
man, he might not like his image being used in sculptures.  
 
As outlined in Exhibit A: Design Services & Deliverables of the Public Art Design Services 
Agreement (Exhibit A), Mr. Jackson has submitted a preliminary concept (Exhibit C.) The 
sculpture depicted in this preliminary concept would be fabricated of stainless steel and bronze, 
standing 12 feet tall. Showing elements of the history of the Civil Rights Movement and Dr. 
King’s work in bronze, the larger base of the sculpture would be stainless steel. Mr. Jackson 
included the attached narrative (Exhibit D) to explain his thoughts about this concept. 
 
Similar to the sketches he showed on April 25, this concept was reviewed by the King Park 
Public Art selection committee who met on May 3, 2013. This committee was first put together 
for the original RFQ process and has remained involved in the project in an advisory capacity. 
Attending the meeting were John Morrison and Virginia Waaler of the Urbana Public Arts 
Commission, Tim Bartlett of the Urbana Park District, Carletta Donaldson, a community 
member; Urbana City Councilman Robert Lewis, Debbie Rugg of the Urbana Park District 
Board, Sam Johnson of Adopt-A-Park, Kelly White of 40 North | 88 West: The Champaign 
County Arts Council, and City staff. Lashaunda Cunningham of Adopt-A-Park and the Jettie 
Rhodes Day committee, Jennifer Ivory-Tatum of King School, and Dorothy Carter of UCAP 
were unable to attend. While very supportive of the concept, Virginia Waaler questioned the use 



 
  

of the Lorraine Motel Balcony scene in the design. Tim Bartlett and Kelly White supported its 
inclusion. In communications with staff, the artist said he is flexible on what is depicted in the 
sculpture. The committee unanimously recommended the preliminary concept in Exhibit C be 
presented to the Public Arts Commission for approval. 
  
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve Preston Jackson’s preliminary concept for King 
Park. Upon this approval, as outlined in Exhibit A, the artist will work to create a final design to 
submit by June 21, 2013 to the Public Arts Coordinator for approval by City staff. Following this 
approval, the next step will be the negotiation of an addendum commissioning the fabrication 
and installation of the work, to be presented to the Public Arts Commission and ultimately the 
Urbana City Council for approval.  
 
Attachments:  Exhibit A:   King Park Public Art Design Services Agreement  
 

Exhibit B:   Sign In Sheet from April 25, 2013 Meeting  
   
    Exhibit C:        Preston Jackson King Park Preliminary Concept 
 
    Exhibit D:   Preston Jackson King Park Preliminary Concept Narrative 
  
    









































PRESTON JACKSON 
   11320 N. Hickory Woods Court 

Dunlap, Illinois 61525 
 

 pjacks@saic.edu     PJMJ0001@aol.com    Mobile# 309-657-6808    
www.prestonjacksonart.com              www.artic.edu/~pjacks 

 
 

Preliminary Concept for King Park Public Art Project 
 
 

CONCEPT 
My concept for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park sculpture project deals with American 
history during and after the civil rights movement, showing Dr. King’s involvement at 
various events and locations, acknowledging his legacy.  Although hopefully everyone 
knows of Dr. King, this is an opportunity to educate the public regarding his activities 
and concepts, and to honor those who worked with him.  
 
My intent is to maintain an overall simple design form that is esthetically interesting and 
clearly presented to the observer. The story of Dr. King and the historical importance of 
his work are first and foremost--public art should be a vehicle for our history which will 
help people understand both our past and the related social issues.  
 
I propose that the sculpture be a cast bronze relief with an array of figural images set 
into a stainless steel structure. The images I have selected to speak of the life and work 
of Dr. King are listed here, and indicated on my drawings. The drawings show examples 
of how they will appear in the finished piece. The sculpture will consist of two main 
stainless steel forms jutting upward at different angles, supporting each other, with a 
middle brace which strengthens the piece and creates interesting light and shadow 
effects. The images at the upper portion of the sculpture penetrate downward to the 
base, keeping the entire work as one structure. The slight twist to the whole piece 
makes it multi-faceted. 
 
THEMES 
An important component will be a fabricated stainless steel image of the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, the site of events leading up to the signing of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by 
President Johnson. The bridge was designated a National Historic Landmark this year, 
and is widely viewed as a symbol of the Civil Rights movement.  My use of the bridge as 
the basic design element is to be interpreted both literally and symbolically. The 
sculpture will feature other identifiable images, such as the buses from the Montgomery 
bus boycott, the Birmingham Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, the Lorraine Motel where 
Dr. King was killed, a representation of his Nobel Peace Prize in cast bronze, and other 
images. Marches, voting drives and other events will be shown in bronze relief. 
 
 
 



MATERIALS 
The imagery of the piece will be depicted in Grade 304 stainless steel and cast silicon 
bronze, both highly durable, low-maintenance materials. For this piece, I would 
recommend a medium patina for the bronze, which would be most weather-resistant, 
which will allow the piece will develop a natural patination. 
 
SAFETY & INSTALLATION 
Safety, of course, is primary concern. The sculpture will have no sharp edges and there 
will be no weak linear areas that could be bent or broken. Installation would be 
technically simple, with the sculpture bolted directly to a concrete pad which would 
stabilize the piece.  
 
SIZE & ACCESSIBILITY 
This sculpture, approximately twelve feet in height, will be visible from a distance, and 
as the viewer approaches the detail elements will be revealed. Images will be created 
so that they are easily visible from the base of the sculpture. In my view, public art 
should be on the level of fine art, and yet remain highly accessible to individuals from all 
backgrounds, including children. The narrative nature of the sculpture will make it 
interesting to both children and adults, telling the story of Dr. King’s life and legacy. 
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