


























ORDINANCE NO.    2021- 04-014

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 2, 
SECTION 2-5, Electronic Virtual Public Meetings 

(Public Input During Virtual Meetings) 

WHEREAS, the City of Urbana ("City") is a home rule unit of local government pursuant 
to Article VII, Section 6, of the Illinois Constitution, 1970, and may exercise any power and 
perform any function pertairung to its government and affairs, including the power to regulate 
for the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the Section 2.06(g) of the Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2.06(g)) provides: 
"Any person shall be permitted an opportunity to address public officials under the rules 
established and recorded by the public body"; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that it is important to receive public comment and 
input during public meetings of the City Council, the City Council's Committee of the Whole, 
City boards and commissions, and other City-sponsored public bodies (hereinafter, collectively, 
"Public Meetings") regarding matters of public business whether or not a specific matter of 
public business appears on a Public Meeting's particular agenda; and 

WHEREAS, the First Amendment protects the rights of persons who provide public 
comment and input at designated portions of public meetings conducted by the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City has the legal right to provide time, place, and manner restrictions on 
public comment and input during public meetings that are consistent with the First 
Amendment so long as such restrictions are content neutral (Milestone v. City of Monroe, Wisconsin, 

665 F.3d 774 (7th Cir. 2011); Vega v. Chicago Board of Education, 338 F.Supp.3d 806 (D.C. N.D. 

2018); IA. Rana Enterprises, Inc. v. City of Aurora, 630 F.Supp.2d 912 (D.C. N.D. 2009); and 

WHEREAS, the Public Access Counselor (PAC) issued a non-binding opinion related to 
several PAC appeals (2020 PAC 65871, 65961, and 66133) wherein they concluded that the 
Mayor and the City Council violated Section 2.06(g) of the Open Meetings Act in restricting 
public comment at the November 9 and November 16 meetings of the Council; and 

WHEREAS, Urbana City Code Chapter 2, Section 2-5 establishes the City's rules for the 
public to address City officials including members of the City Council, the City Council's 
Committee of the Whole, City boards and com.missions, and other City-sponsored public bodies 
during electronic virtual public meetings; and 

WHEREAS, the Urbana City Council desires to amend the City's rules for electronic 
virtual meetings to make a clearer distinction between public comment and input that may and 
may not be restricted or terminated. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
Urbana, Champaign County, Illinois, as follows: 
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