DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Planning Division

memorandum

TO: Laurel Lunt Prussing, Mayor

FROM: Elizabeth H. Tyler, Ph.D., FAICP, Director

DATE: June 13, 2013

SUBJECT: A request by Elisa Laurini to designate 1207 S. Busey Avenue (Reed-Sutton

House) a local historic landmark. (Case No. HP 2013-L-02)

Introduction

Historic Preservation Case No. HP 2013-L-02 is an application submitted on April 8, 2013 by Elisa
Laurini to designate the house at 1207 South Busey Avenue (referred to as the Reed-Sutton House) as a
local historic landmark. Twin City Bible Church is the property owner. A property owner protest was
filed with the City Clerk on June 11, 2013 regarding this application.

Should the application be approved, the owner would be required to obtain a Certificate of
Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) for future exterior changes to the
property, including any proposed demolition.

The Historic Preservation Ordinance requires that the HPC hold a public hearing on the application and,
lacking written owner consent, make a recommendation to the Urbana City Council whether to approve
or deny said application. The City Council will then determine whether to designate the property by
enacting an ordinance. Because the property owner has filed a valid protest with the City Clerk’s office
in accordance with Section XI1-5.1 in the Urbana Zoning Ordinance, the application shall only be
approved by a minimum two-thirds vote of the alderpersons then holding office, excepting those who
abstain for reason of a proclaimed conflict of interest.

At the Historic Preservation Commission meeting on June 5, 2013, the HPC held a public hearing to
consider the application. The applicant did not attend the meeting, but sent the HPC a letter explaining
her absence (Exhibit C). Prior to the meeting, staff received 20 letters of support for the application,
including one from the Executive Director of the Preservation and Conservation Association (PACA) of
Champaign County, and one letter of opposition. During the public hearing, nine people spoke in
support of the application. A Church trustee and an attorney spoke for the owner in opposition to the
application, stating that the staff report found that the house only minimally met one of the criteria for
designation. In addition, the church said that landmark designation would diminish the work of the HPC
as there are many other important buildings in Urbana that ought to be designated landmarks before the
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Reed-Sutton House. No members of the public spoke in opposition to the application. Minutes of the
public hearing are attached.

Following public input, the Commission discussed the application. Following discussion, the
Commission recommended by a vote of six ayes to zero nays that the property qualified for designation
as a local landmark under the following criteria (Section X11-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance):

b) Is associated with an important person or even in national, state, or local history;

c) Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous
materials and which retains a high degree of integrity;

d) Isanotable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose individual genius has
influenced an area; and

e) Is identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its unique
location or physical characteristics.

Background

The Reed-Sutton House is believed to have been constructed in 1940, given that the blueprints for the
house are dated November 1939. In design, the house shows elements of the Tudor/English Revival
architectural style, but it is certainly restrained in character and lacking the high-style elements so
familiar to Tudor/English Revival such as the elements discussed below. This is likely due to the fact
that it was designed and constructed during the Great Depression, when construction budgets were more
limited.

Tudor/English Revival style is generally identified by its steeply pitched and usually side-gabled slate
roofs, tall chimneys, and decorative half-timbered wall surfaces reminiscent of Cotswold cottages in
England. There is a sub-type within the architectural style with stone wall cladding, as is the case with
the Reed-Sutton House. Stone trim is common on Tudor houses but only a relatively small proportion
have stone as the principal wall material. Prior to 1920, most of the Tudor style houses with stone wall
cladding were large landmark houses, but during the 1920s and 1930s, modest, stone-veneered cottages
appeared. The Reed-Sutton House is clad with limestone which, according to the application, is a yellow
Joliet Limestone, similar to the Illinois State Capital building in Springfield. The Reed-Sutton House has
had some slight modifications over time, but retains a high degree of integrity. It also appears to be in
excellent condition and is well maintained.

During its first 69 years, the house had only two owners. The first owners were Frank and Helen Reed,
who lived in the house from 1940 until 1964. Frank Reed was the head chemist at the Illinois Geological
Survey and was honored by the American Association of Science as a Fellow in Chemistry. The second
owners were the Sutton family, Robert and Elizabeth. Robert Sutton was a history professor at the
University of Illinois, director of the Illinois Historic Survey, and the Associate Dean of the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences.



The house was sold to Twin City Bible Church (TCBC) in 2009. In early 2013, TCBC confirmed that
they plan to continue using the Reed-Sutton House as a residence.

Discussion
The application states that the Reed-Sutton House meets the following criteria:

e Has significant value as part of the architectural, artistic, civic, cultural, economic, educational,
ethnic, political or social heritage of the nation, state, or community;

e s associated with an important person or even in national, state, or local history;

o |s representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous
materials, while retaining a high degree of integrity; and

e Isidentifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its unique
location or physical characteristics.

Criteria

Under Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance, the proposed landmark must meet one or more
of the following criteria for designation. Following each criteria (provided in italics) is analysis offered
by City staff.

a) Significant value as part of the architectural, artistic, civic, cultural, economic, educational,
ethnic, political or social heritage of the nation, state, or community.

According to the application, the Reed-Sutton House has significant value as part of the architectural,
artistic, civic, cultural, economic, educational, ethnic, political or social heritage of the nation, state, or
community. Although the application does not elaborate on how the property qualifies under this
criteria, in City staff’s view, the Reed-Sutton House can be viewed within the context of the State survey
programs. For the first 69 years of its existence, the property had two owner-occupants, both of whom
helped administer state survey programs: Dr. Reed being the head chemist at the Illinois Geological
Survey, and Dr. Sutton heading the Illinois Historical Survey. The system of surveys was created to
identify the scientific and cultural resources of Illinois and bring those resources to bear for the
betterment of Illinois residents more broadly. This orientation can be viewed as an outgrowth of the
University of Illinois having been founded as a land grant university with a mission to not only educate
students and support scholarship but to more directly benefit the public at large. In this way the Reed-
Sutton House played a role in the economic, educational, and social context of the State of Illinois. It
should be noted that Urbana in general, and the West Urbana Neighborhood in particular, have been
home to so many leaders in their respective fields. In City staff’s analysis, despite its place in the state
survey system, the Reed-Sutton House’s “significant value” in telling the story of the state survey
system is not clear.



After conducting a public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission found that the Reed-Sutton
House did not meet this criterion.

b) Associated with an important person or event in national, state or local history.

The Reed-Sutton House was built in 1939 for Frank Hynes Reed. Frank Reed was a chemist who,
beginning in 1931, began work for the Illinois State Geological Survey (ISGS) as its first Chief
Geochemist and Head of the new Geochemistry Section, according to the ISGS website. While he
worked at ISGS, he worked to create new uses and markets for Illinois’ coal and fluorite resources, both
of which are used in smelting. From 1939 - 1940, Reed was Chairman of the American Chemical
Society’s Gas and Fuel Division. In 1945, Reed was one of two hundred scientists and industrial experts
sent to Germany to study German technical and war secrets on behalf of the Foreign Economic
Administration. For further information about Reed, see pages 11-12 of the application form. To
evaluate Frank Reed’s significance, staff contacted William R Roy, a Senior Geochemist with the
Illinois State Geological Survey. Mr. Roy wrote a biography of Frank Reed for a series on People of
Note that the ISGS did to celebrate the 100" anniversary of the second founding of the Illinois State
Geological Survey. Mr. Roy explained that Reed was recognized for his many contributions to the field
of geochemistry by being named a Fellow of the American Association of Science.

The application includes a biography of the second owner of the house, Robert Mize Sutton. Robert
Sutton and his wife Elizabeth purchased the house circa 1965. Sutton was a historian and held several
positions at the University of Illinois including history professor, Associate Dean of the Graduate
School, and Associate Dean of the Liberal Arts and Sciences school. During Sutton’s tenure in the
house, he was president of the Illinois Historical Survey and the Illinois State Historical Society. One of
Robert Sutton’s students was Timothy Johnson, U.S. Congressman, Illinois 15™ District, 2001 - 2012.
Tim Johnson has publically state that his education in history perhaps played the most significant
influence on his political career and specifically name Dr. Sutton’s role (source:
http://www.history.illinois.edu/undergraduate/careers/). According to John Hoffmann, Illinois History
and Lincoln Collections Librarian and Manuscript Curator at the University of Illinois Library, Mr.
Sutton’s greatest contribution was how he continually encouraged his colleagues and students in their
research. A History Department newsletter from the time of Robert Sutton’s retirement provides some
further information about him and is attached in Exhibit F. For further information about Robert Sutton,
see pages 12 — 13 of the application.

In City staff’s analysis, although Frank Reed and Robert Sutton were both well-respected in their fields,
it is not clear that either of them was “an important person in national, state, or local history”. Most of
the houses in the West Urbana Neighborhood will have had owners that were well-respected in their
fields.

After conducting a public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission found that the Reed-Sutton
House was the residence of two notable scientists and scholars who contributed measurably to their
fields and in Professor Reed’s case contributed greatly to the advancement of geo-chemistry.


http://www.history.illinois.edu/undergraduate/careers/

c) Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous
materials and which retains a high degree of integrity.

The main elements of the Reed-Sutton House’s Tudor/English Revival architectural style are its cottage
house building form and use of the yellow limestone cladding, which architectural studies indicate as a
sub-type of the Tudor/English Revival style. The house lacks the most common hallmarks of
Tudor/English Revival cottages, including steeply pitched roofs with prominent use of front gables and
decorative chimneys; roof cladding of slate, clay tile, or thatching (rarely); stucco and half-timbered
upper stories; stone trim to accentuate windows and doors; small paned window glass; arched entryways
and frequent use of arched doors. The Reed-Sutton House was designed and constructed during the
Great Depression which may explain the subtle period influences on the architectural style of the house.

In City staff’s analysis, the Reed-Sutton House lacks the “distinguishing characteristics” of the
Tudor/English Revival architectural style.

After conducting a public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission found that the Reed-Sutton
House employs a unique use of indigenous materials specifically the Joliet limestone used on the facade
and retains a high degree of integrity.

d) Notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose individual genius has
influenced an area.

The Reed-Sutton House was designed by architect Edward G. Oldefest, of the Chicago-based
architecture firm Oldefest & Williams. The fact that the Reed-Sutton House was designed by an
architect is somewhat unusual as most houses are not architect-designed, but even more unusual is that it
was designed by an architect of Oldefest’s stature. The following extant works of Oldefest & Williams
have been identified:

1211 North La Salle Street, Chicago. The application states that 1211 North La Salle is an apartment
building designed by Oldefest & Williams. The City of Chicago has surveyed that building and
indicated that it “possesses potentially significant architectural or historical features”. An interesting
feature of this building today is that when it was renovated in the early 1980s, three sides of the exterior
were covered with trompe-I’oeil murals by Richard Haas. Collectively the murals are called Homage to
the Chicago School of Architecture.

1211 North La Salle Street, Chicago, IL

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LaSalle_Towers_Apartments
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Mannos Building, 7445-7453 South Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago. This building is a contributing
building in a historic district.

Source: Chatham-Greater Grand Crossing Commercial District Landmark Designation Report, City of Chicago

1701 West Kennedy Road, City of Lake Forest. The application includes an additional building designed
by Oldefest & Williams in Lake Forest, Illinois. The Baggott House at 1701 W. Kennedy Road in Lake
Forest was built in 1929 and is a locally designated landmark. According to the staff report on the
landmark designation, the house is an example of the Tudor Revival style which, while there are several
other examples of the Tudor Revival style in Lake Forest, is unique in its level of historic integrity.

Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity House, 313 E John St, Champaign. According to the application, there
is one other building in Urbana-Champaign designed by Oldefest. The Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity
House at 313 E John Street in Champaign was designed by Oldefest in 1906. Similar to the Reed-Sutton
House, the Delta Kappa Epsilon House has elements of the Tudor architectural style. It was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1990 as part of a Multiple Properties listing for fraternity and
sorority houses at the Urbana-Champaign campus of the University of Illinois.

Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity House, 313 E John St, Champaign, IL

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Former Dekes_uiuc.JPG
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8a/Former_Dekes_uiuc.JPG

The second part of this criterion deals with integrity—the ability of the house to convey its significance.
As the application states, the Reed-Sutton House retains a high degree of integrity. Blueprints which
were submitted as part of the application package and are available upon request show that the house is
almost identical today to when it was built, with the exception of a selected replacement windows.

In City staff’s analysis, the Reed-Sutton House minimally qualifies for Criteria c) as the work of a
master architect who has influenced Illinois architecture.

After conducting a public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission found that the Reed-Sutton
House is the design of noted Chicago architect Edward Oldefest whose work in Central Illinois is not
often seen and retains a very high degree of integrity

e) Identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its unique
location or physical characteristics.

In City staff’s analysis, other than being entirely clad in limestone, which is not particularly common for
Urbana residences, the physical characteristics of the Reed-Sutton House are subtle rather than dramatic
and unique. The home clearly contributes visually to the historic character of the neighborhood, but it is
not clearly identifiable owing to its unique physical characteristics. In terms of “unique location”, all
properties are uniquely located, but this criterion refers to a property being recognizable due to unique
placement, such as on a hill. Being located on a street corner, the home’s visual character is prominent
but should not be considered as identifiable based specifically on a unique location.

After conducting a public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission found that the Reed-Sutton
House is an established and unique feature of the community owing to its peculiar limestone
construction.

f) Character as a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, including, but not
limited to, farmhouses, gas stations or other commercial structures with a high level or integrity
or architectural significance.

After conducting a public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission found that the Reed-Sutton
House is not a utilitarian structure.
g) Located in an area that has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or

prehistory.

After conducting a public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission found that no archaeological
significance has been identified or is likely to be identified.



Findings

1.

10.

11.

12.

The City of Urbana, a home rule municipality, is authorized to designate local landmarks and
historic districts under 5 ILCS 5/11-48.2-2 et seq of the Illinois Municipal Code, and under
Article XII (Historic Preservation) of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance.

The City of Urbana on April 8, 2013 received a landmark application to designate the property
located at 1207 South Busey Avenue as a local landmark.

The Urbana Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on June 5, 2013 to consider
the landmark designation of the subject property.

Prior to the public hearing, staff received 20 letters of support for the application and one letter
of opposition.

At the public hearing, nine members of the public spoke in support of the application and
representatives for the property owner spoke against the application.

The designation of the subject property will further promote the educational, cultural, economic,
and general welfare of the community.

The property located at 1207 South Busey Avenue and known as the Reed-Sutton House was
constructed in 1939.

The Reed-Sutton House was the residence of two notable scientists and scholars who contributed
measurably to their fields and in Professor Reed case contributed greatly in the advancement of
geo-chemistry.

The Reed-Sutton House employs a unique use of indigenous materials specifically the Joliet
limestone used on the fagcade and retains a high degree of integrity.

The Reed-Sutton House is the design of noted Chicago architect Edward Oldefest whose work in
Central Illinois is not often seen and retains a very high degree of integrity.

The Reed-Sutton House is an established and unique feature of the community owing to its
peculiar limestone construction.

At their June 5, 2013 meeting, the Historic Preservation Commission voted six ayes zero nays to
forward Case HP-2013-L-02 to the City Council with a recommendation for approval.



Options

In considering Case No. HP 2013-L-02, the Urbana City Council may:

a) Approve the application; or

b) Deny the application.

Recommendation

Based on the analysis and findings presented herein, the Urbana Historic Preservation Commission
recommends that City Council APPROVE the proposed landmark designation for the Reed-Sutton
House in HP-2013-L-02. Because of the written protest submitted by the property owner, approval

would require a two-thirds majority of all alderpersons holding office.

Prepared by

PR

Rebecca Bird, Planner 11

CC:

Attachments:

Elizabeth Tyler, FAICP, Community Development Director

Robert Myers, AICP, Planning Manager

Property Owner — TCBC 806 W Michigan Ave, Urbana, IL 61801
David Thies dthies@webberthies.com

Applicant — Elisa Laurini, ealaurini@hotmail.com

Exhibit A: Location Map & Aerial Photo
Exhibit B: Application & Photos

Exhibit C: Letter to HPC from Applicant
Exhibit D: City’s Historic Resource Survey
Exhibit E: Letters from public

Exhibit F: History at Illinois
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ORDINANCE NO. 2013-06-055

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A HISTORIC LANDMARK

(1207 South Busey Avenue, “Reed-Sutton House”
Historic Preservation Case No. HP2013-L-02)

WHEREAS, the City of Urbana, a home rule municipality, is authorized to
designate local landmarks and historic districts under 5 ILCS 5/11-48.2-2 et
seq of the Tllinois Municipal Code, and under Article XII (Historic

Preservation) of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, Article XII of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance provides the City
of Urbana the authority to designate local landmarks and historic districts
with the stated purpose to promote the educational, cultural, economic, and

general welfare of the community; and

WHEREAS, Elisa Laurini has nominated the property located at 1207 South
Busey Avenue, Urbana (commonly referred to as the “Reed-Sutton House”) to be
designated a historic landmark pursuant to the Urbana Historic Preservation

Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the owner of the subject property, Twin City Bible Church, has
been duly notified of the nomination and has submitted a valid protest

against the nomination; and

WHEREAS, after due publication and notice to all parties as is required
under the Historic Preservation Ordinance and the Illinois Municipal Code, a
public hearing was held by the Urbana Historic Preservation Commission on

June 5, 2013 concerning the subject historic landmark nomination; and

WHEREAS, following the public hearing, the Historic Preservation
Commission voted to recommend to the Urbana City Council landmark designation

for the subject parcel by a vote of 6 ayes and 0 nays; and

WHEREAS, the owner of the subject parcel was notified of the date of
the public hearing and the date of the City Council meeting at which the

designation is to be considered.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
URBANA, ILLINOIS, as follows:

The Council does hereby find and determine, based upon the
recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission, that the subject
parcel should be designated as a historical landmark on the basis of meeting

the following criteria in Section XII-5.C.1:

b) Associated with two notable scientists and scholars who contributed
measurably to their fields and in Professor Reed’s case contributed

greatly to the advancement of geo-chemistry;

c) Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural type inherently valuable for the unique use of indigenous
materials specifically the Joliet Limestone used on the facade and

retains a high degree of integrity;

d) Notable work of noted Chicago architect Edward Oldefest whose work in
Central Illinois is not often seen and retains a very high degree of

integrity; and

e) Identifiable as an established and unique feature of the community

owing to its peculiar limestone construction; and

thus, the said structure at 1207 South Busey Avenue, commonly referred to as
the “Reed-Sutton House”, is hereby designated as a historic landmark,
pursuant to Article XII of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Urbana,

Illinois.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Lot 11 in Lincoln Place, an addition to the City of Urbana, as per Plat
recorded in Plat Book “C” at page 50, situated in Champaign County, Illinois.

Said property being commonly known as 1207 South Busey Avenue, Urbana,
Illinois and having Permanent Identification Number of: 93-21-17-304-010.



Section 2. The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this Ordinance in
pamphlet form by authority of the City Council of the City of Urbana. This
Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and
publication in accordance with the terms of Chapter 65, Article 11, Division

13 (Zoning) of the Illinois Compiled Statutes (65 ILCS 5/11-13-14).

PASSED by a two-thirds majority of the Urbana City Council this

day of , 2013.
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTAINS:
Phyllis D. Clark, City Clerk
APPROVED by the Mayor this day of , 2013.

Laurel Lunt Prussing, Mayor



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION IN PAMPHLET FORM

I, Phyllis D. Clark, certify that I am the duly elected and acting
Municipal Clerk of the City of Urbana, Champaign County, Illinois. I certify
that on the day of , 2013, the City Council of the City

of Urbana passed and approved Ordinance No. , entitled AN

ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A HISTORIC LANDMARK (1207 South Busey Avenue, “Reed-
Sutton House” Historic Preservation Case No. HP2013-1L-02) which provided by
its terms that it should be published in pamphlet form. The pamphlet form of

Ordinance No. was prepared, and a copy of such Ordinance was

posted in the Urbana City Building commencing on the day of

, 2013, and continuing for at least ten (10) days

thereafter. Copies of such Ordinance were also available for public

inspection upon request at the Office of the City Clerk.

DATED at Urbana, Illinois, this day of , 2013.




EXHIBIT A

Location Map
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Case: HP-2013-1-02 Subiject Properties

Subject:  Landmark Application
Location: 1207 S Busey Ave, Urbana
Petitioner: Elisa Laurini

Prepared 5/29/2013 by Community Development Services - rlb




EXHIBIT B

“Application for Historic II',IiStOTiC "
Landmark Designation [Piimitlfeuvs

Commission

APPLICATION AND REVIEW FEE — NO CHARGE

Although there is no fee to file an application for Historic Landmark Designation, the Applicants
are responsible for paying the cost of legal publication fees. The fees usually run from $75.00 to
$125.00. The applicant will be billed separately by the News-Gazette.

. DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE - FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Application Filed 0 4"0 g —20 /5 Case No. HP—— ZOB - L"'OZ

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION

1. APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION
Name of Applicant(s): ELISA LAURINI Phone: 832.387.7701
Address (street/city/state/zip code): 910 S. THIRD ST./ CHAMPAIGN/ IL/61820
Email Address: LAURINI1@ILLINOIS.EDU
Property interest of Applicant(s) (Owner, Contract Buyer, etc.):

2. OWNER INFORMATION
Name of Owner(s): TWIN CITY BIBLE CHURCH Phone: 217.344.0641
Address (street/city/state/zip code): 806 W MICHIGAN AVE, / URBANA/II A
Email Address: “

3. PROPERTY INFORMATION
Location of Subject Site: 1207 S. BUSEY
PIN # of Location:

Lot Size:

Current Zoning Designation:
Current Land Use (vacant, residence, grocery, factory, etc: RESNQENGT
Present Comprehensive Plan Designation:

Legal Description:

Date of Construction of Structure: 1939

Application for Historic Landmark Designation — Updated June, 2012 Page 1



EXHIBIT B

Attach a map showing the boundaries and location of the property proposed for nomination.

Attach photographs showing the important structures or features or the property or structure

Indicate which of the following criteria apply to the property or structure (check all that
apply). Additionally, attach a statement that describes the proposed landmark and its historic
significance; list reasons why it is eligible for nomination; and show how the proposed
landmark conforms to the criteria for designation (see attached Suggested Format).

X

X
X

1 X

L]

Significant value as part of the architectural, artistic, civic, cultural, economic,
educational, ethnic, political, or social heritage of the nation, state or community;

Associated with an important person or event in national state or local history;

Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently
valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use
of indigenous materials and which retains a high degree of integrity;

Notable work of a master builder, designers, architect or artist whose individual genius
has influenced an area;

Identifiable as an established and familiar visual location or physical characteristics;

Character is a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, including,
but not limited to, farmhouses, gas stations or other commercial structures with a high
level of integrity or architectural significance;

Yields, or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory

NOTE: If additional space is needed to accurately answer any question, please attach extra
pages to the application.

By submitting this application, you are granting permission for City staff to post on the
property a temporary yard sign announcing the public hearing to be held for your request.

CERTIFICATION BY THE APPLICANT

I certify all the information contained in this application form or any attachment(s), document(s)
or plan(s) submitted herewith are true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and that | am
either the property owner or authorized to make this application on the owner’s behalf.

Applicant’s Signature Date

Application for Historic Landmark Designation — Updated June, 2012 Page 2



EXHIBIT B

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM ONCE COMPLETED TO:

City of Urbana

Community Development Department Services
Planning Division

400 South Vine Street, Urbana, IL 61801
Phone: (217) 384-2440

Fax: (217) 384-2367

Application for Historic Landmark Designation — Updated June, 2012 Page 3



EXHIBIT B

URBANA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Suggested Format for Content and Organization of “Statements”
For Property Located in a Proposed Historic Landmark

Summary Paragraph

 Criteria which apply to subject property
» Introductory or background statement about significance of subject property
» Statement of integrity

Property Description

» Architectural style

» Date of construction; date of major modifications

» Name of architect and builder, as available

» Construction materials (foundation, walls, roof shape/material)

» Description of building elements: number of stories, window type and shape, porches,
entrances, etc.

» Description of unique architectural elements

» Alterations or additions to building

» Missing or removed architectural features

» Outbuildings and important landscape or streetscape features

History

» Brief community background (downtown development, neighborhood development, etc.)
» Discussion of property as it relates to the development of the community

» Important people associated with the property

» Important events associated with the property

For Architectural Significance

» Background of the style and/or architect
* Why/how the building reflects the style and/or architect’s work
» Other works in the community/elsewhere by same architect; discuss briefly

Context

» Placement or location of property within the city/community
» Relationship to other properties of similar architectural style and date/era of construction

Application for Historic Landmark Designation — Updated June, 2012 Page 4



EXHIBIT B
Reed-Sutton House 1
1207 S. Busey

Reed-Sutton Local Landmark Nomination

Summary

The home located at 1207 S. Busey in Urbana is a limestone house built
in 1939 for the Reed family. This single family home acts as an essential part of
the community both aesthetically and culturally, rendering it a valuable marker of
the greater Champaign-Urbana character.

This fully clad limestone REED-SUTTON HOUSE is only one of a few
houses in the area that boast entire facades of limestone. This aesthetic
demarcation serves to distinguish the REED-SUTTON HOUSE in its scarcity of
materials as well as to make it a point of interest within the community.

Beyond the limestone facades, the REED-SUTTON HOUSE was built the
late 30’s for Frank and Helen Reed and was later sold to Robert and Elizabeth
Sutton. Both the Reeds and the Suttons were actively involved in the local
community as well as the University of Illinois.

Due to these reasons of significance, along with the fact that the REED-
SUTTON HOUSE has a high level of primary integrity constitutes it as a definitive
and noteworthy local landmark. And it is for these reasons that the REED-
SUTTON HOUSE should be recognized as a landmark for its significant value to
the community, architectural importance, visual ease of recognition and
relationship to people of local significance.

Architectural Significance

In addition, the REED-SUTTON HOUSE is highly representative of the
distinguished characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for the study of a period, style and use of indigenous materials while
retaining a high degree of integrity.

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE is identifiable as an established and familiar
visual location complete with identifiable physical characteristics.

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE was designed by a Chicago based architect,
Edward G. Oldefest in 1939 for Frank and Helen Reed. Notable for its unique
facade treatment, the REED-SUTTON HOUSE is entirely clad in yellow Joliet
limestone. In Urbana there are few houses that have facades that are entirely
made of limestone thus making the REED-SUTTON HOUSE special in its
solidarity as well as in its clear distinction from the houses in the surrounding
neighborhood.

While the REED-SUTTON HOUSE does not fit a specific period style, it
shows certain English Revival influences. As seen in House Styles in America:
The Old-House Journal Guide to the Architecture of American Homes, written by
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James C. Massey and Shirley Maxwell define the English Revival period as
spanning from 1890 to 1940.* These dates place the REED-SUTTON HOUSE as
an example of very late English Revival. The REED-SUTTON HOUSE was
designed in 1939, which could explain why there are only subtle influences of the
period style. The REED-SUTTON HOUSE is quite unique in its design thus
making it an important piece of the urban fabric, as its design is less evocative of
the English Revival High style, but instead heralds a transitory stage of local
Urbana home design.

The overall compact form of the REED-SUTTON HOUSE in itself is
indicative of the cottage typology of homes, a primary characteristic of the
English Revival style. This particular typology became popular as it “created a
cozy, homelike effect.” While the REED-SUTTON HOUSE maintains this formal
connection to the English Revival style, its facade treatment, the use of the Joliet
limestone, sets it apart from the other English Revival houses in the West Urbana
neighborhood. The Joliet limestone used is an example of an ashlar laid pattern
of limestone, with randomly laid individual pieces that contain further rustic
treatment, lending it a skintled effect. This rustic aesthetic appeals to the cabin
typology and its cozy visual appearance.

While the REED-SUTTON HOUSE does not contain any of the traditional
English Revival style materials, it does maintain similar treatment of smaller
details. The rustic limestone certainly embodies the general aesthetic pursuits of
the period style. In addition, the limestone trim above and below the windows is
quite typical of English Revival.

In terms of integrity, the REED-SUTTON HOUSE embodies a very high
level of aesthetic and structural integrity. There have been no additions or
alterations made to the exterior of the house, with the only exception being two
replacement window sets, which do not affect the overall look of the house.

1 Massey, James C. and Maxwell, Shirley. The Old-House Guide to the Architecture of
American Homes. “House Styles in America.” New York: Penguin, 1999.
2 Massey, James C. and Maxwell, Shirley. The Old-House Guide to the Architecture of
American Homes. “House Styles in America.” New York: Penguin, 1999.
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East Facade Description (Primary)

The East facade of the REED-SUTTON HOUSE, located on S. Busey, is
visually composed of three masses, the largest being that of the main housing
unit. The other masses, flanking either side of the larger mass, are a porch on the
southern side and a two-car garage on the northern side.

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE is a two-story home with a simple gable
roofing system in which the gable ends face the north-south directions. On the
primary mass of the eastern facade there are two wall dormers each with what
appear to be sets of replacement windows. The southern most dormer contains a
three-pieced window comprised of two casement windows on either side of a
larger fixed window. The northern dormer has a similar three-piece window but
here there is a double-hung one-over-one window to the south of what appear to
be two fixed windows.

On the ground floor of the primary mass are two triple eight-light casement
sashes. The front door is elevated slightly off of the ground and is reachable by a
series of three semi-circular steps. In addition to being elevated slightly, the door
aperture is recessed marginally as well. And finally, to the right of the door is a
narrow multi-light window window which completes the windows of the primary
massing.

The entry way is impeccably well intact, as both the door and the storm
door screen are original to the house. The door includes extended hinges in a
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Medieval style; the lantern above the door is also original and appears to be
bronze or copper with a bluish green patina. Above the door, there is a soldier-
course segmental arch, indicative of nice stone detailing. The slightly raised
doorway it approached by two beautiful and original railings. Beyond the flat arch,
the house is embellished with limestone lug sills below each of the window
openings.

To the right of the main mass, on the northern side, is the large two-car
garage with a second story room above it. This room is indicated by a long shed
dormer that contains a set of original four-light fixed sash windows, presumed to
be casements. The two-car garage is original to the house design.

On the southern end of the house is the smallest of the masses, the
enclosed porch. On this eastern facade, original screens are designed to mimic
one-over-one double-hung sash with segmentally arched transoms.

South Facade Description

The southern facade, located on Michigan, shows the southern gable end of the
roof. The protruding mass on this end is the porch, also entirely clad in yellow
Joliet limestone. The porch has its own gable roof that is similar to the larger
primary roof in proportion. The enclosed porch is only a single story and contains
a pair of identical screened openings like that facing east. A notable feature
located above the two windows, in the upper gable of the porch is a limestone
clad blind niche, recessed in the original limestone facade.

Behind the porch, the side of the main house can be seen to contain three
windows, two double casement windows and a third narrow three-part casement
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window above. At the apex of the gable, on the southern facade is a small

triangular shaped louver, serving as an attic vent, which is also original to the
house.

West Facade Description

The western facade of the main massing, mirrors the eastern facade with
two identical wall dormers, complete with identical windows as the primary
facade of the house. Below on the first floor, there are two double casement
windows and to the right there is a long set of four eight-light casement windows.

As on the east facade, the western facade of the porch contains the same
screened one-over-one double-hung mimicked window. The garage massing
contains a single double casement window on the first floor. On the roof dormer
above the garage, there are the same long four original four-light casement
windows as on the eastern facade.
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North Facade Description

The northern facade of the REED-SUTTON HOUSE, on the part of the
garage has paired eight-light casement windows stacked above each other. On
the northern facade of the primary massing of the house, on the second story,
there are two eight-light casement windows. In addition, on the level of the attic
there is a similar eight-light casement window.

Located on the northwest corner of South Busey and W. Michigan
avenues, the REED-SUTTON HOUSE is a familiar visual landmark due to its site,
siting, and use of material. To the south are two Busey houses, one a frame
house facing S. Busey Avenue on thee southwest corner, the other a two story
brick mansion which is listed in the National Register. The REED-SUTTON
HOUSE faces S. Busey Avenue without the mature trees and larger lots of the
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other corner properties. It has a very small rear lot, but it sited more toward the
south end, to give a larger side yard to the north. The scale of the REED-
SUTTON HOUSE and use of materials, in addition to a relative lack of
landscaping compared to the larger neighboring corner properties, make it a
standout property in this section of the State Street neighborhood.

Edward G. Oldefest, Architect.

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE was designed by Chicago architect Edward
G. Oldefest in 1939. There is no traceable connection between Frank Reed and
Oldefest but regardless it can be noted that this single-family house is the
smallest of scales at which Oldefest is accustomed to designing, thus adding a
certain rare quality to the house.

While Oldefest worked alone on the REED-SUTTON HOUSE, he did lend
his name to a firm in which he partnered with Theodore S. William named
Oldefest & Williams. Together, Oldefest & Williams were responsible for a
number of buildings, in Champaign-Urbana as well as in downtown Chicago and
the greater Chicago area.

In downtown Chicago, Oldefest & Williams designed the multi-residential
building located at 1211 North La Salle. The building is listed as a landmark
within the city of Chicago.® The building is located in the Near North Side and is
an excellent example of Late Gothic Revival buildings in downtown Chicago. The
building is landmarked for possessing a number of significant architectural details
and historic features. In addition, in downtown Chicago on West Ohio Street, the
Cass Hotel was built in 1925 and designed by Oldefest & Williams. Similarly, the
Cass Hotel is a brick fifteen-story building complete with intricate marble detailing
at the base and top floors. In addition, in 1927 Oldefest & Williams designed a
sixteen-story residential tower located at 211 East Delaware Place. This
residential building is very similar in style to the Cass Hotel, being a brick
construction with marble detailing. The Manos Building is another design by the
Oldefest & Williams duo built in Chicago in 1925. This white terra-cotta clad two
story building is similarly listed as a Chicago Landmark on the City of Chicago
website.

The City of Lake Forest, one of Chicago’s northern suburbs, lists a
building designed by Oldefest & Williams on their city website.* This property is
located at 1701 W. Kennedy Road and is known as the “Baggott House,” built in
1929.

3 Chicago Landmarks, Historic Resources Survey: City of Chicago.
4 Register of Local Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts. The City of Lake Forest:
Historic Preservation.
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In Champaign-Urbana there are only two representations of Edward G.
Oldefest designs. One of these two is the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity house
which became listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1990.

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE is the other Oldefest design in Champaign-
Urbana. As only one of two Oldefest designs, and the only single-family
residential building designed by Oldefest in the Champaign-Urbana community, it
certainly becomes the only manifestation of this specific typology. It acts as a
identifiable marker and geographic extension of the legacy of Edward G. Oldefest
to the central lllinois area.

Edward G. Oldefest was a member of the lllinois chapter of the American
Institute of Architects since 1929 and continued to be so until his death in 1949.°
His mark on the lllinois urban fabric is unmistakable as so many of his designs
have been recognized on either a National or local level.

History

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE is a highly significant element of the
Champaign-Urbana community due to its association with important
persons in local history.

Local Community History

The Reconnaissance Survey Report, created in December of 1999, by the
City of Urbana Department of Community Development Services along with the
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Department of Urban and Regional
Planning provides some useful insight into the development of the Urbana area.®

The report traces the earliest historic land use patterns in Urbana back to
the founding of the state of lllinois in 1818. An area known as Big Grove, located
north of Urbana, was where the first settlers of the region became established,
constructing the first cabin in 1822.

As mentioned in the reconnaissance report, two elements are chiefly
attributed to the success of Urbana early on in its development: railroads and
agriculture. With an increase in agriculture came the need for faster and more
expansive transportation. These two dependent factors thus generated large
scale growth to Urbana and West Urbana, which in 1857 became a separate
town (later to become Champaign).

In 1867, through the Morrill Act, lllinois decided to found a land grant
college in Urbana. The university initially grew slowly, but began to speed up in

5> Edward G. Oldefest. The American Institute of Architects. 1956 American Architects
Directory.

6 City of Urbana Department of Community Development of Urban and Regional
Planning. Reconnaissance Survey Report. December 1999.
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the later part of the 19" century. Early in the 20" century, downtown Urbana saw
a plethora of new buildings being constructed, reinforcing the local businesses
and community. In 1964 Lincoln Square Mall opened as America’s second indoor
shopping mall. This growth of local industry really caused a large growth in
suburban areas, particularly surrounding the university and downtown Urbana,
West Urbana neighborhood is a perfect example of this growth.

The West Urbana neighborhood is also known as State Street Section due
to the fact that many of the streets in this area are named after states.

The West Urbana neighborhood saw its first large-scale development
between 1910 and 1920, and was dominated by single-family residential
housing. In addition to these houses there are also a number of University of
lllinois sorority and fraternity houses in this area, specifically near Lincoln
Avenue.

The West Urbana neighborhood saw much of its development begin two
the north, as it borders the Urbana downtown, and then the development
gradually moved south. This chronological movement is emphasized by the
styles of homes seen on the geographic North-South axis of the neighborhood.

Overall, within the State Streets Section, there are “very few, if any, high
style homes,” although many of the houses demonstrate recognizable influences
from many different styles.” Some of the most prevalent of these styles include
the Classical Revival, Georgian Revival, Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival and
Mediterranean Revival styles. With this in mind, the REED-SUTTON HOUSE is
thus unique in the fact that it primarily draws influence from the English Revival
style, one that is not as well represented within the West Urbana neighborhood.

While most houses are influenced by various period styles, most buildings
here are highly vernacular, most notable of these vernacular types are the
American Foursquare, Bungalow and there are also various Ranch styled homes.
The West Urbana neighborhood is generally in good condition and many of the
homes display high levels of integrity. The streets mimic these houses in integrity
as many of the State Streets Section streets still retain their historic brick paving,
installed by the WPA in the 1930s. The REED-SUTTON HOUSE happens to
have one facade bordering Michigan Street, one of those historic brick paved
streets.

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE was the last house to be built on the block
on which it is located. The Sanborn Map of 1923 indicates that the lot of 1207 S.
Busey is the only undeveloped lot on the block and then the house first appears
on the updated Sanborn Map of 1945, and as such, completes the block.?

On the Use of Limestone as a Facade Treatment in the West Urbana
Neighborhood

7 City of Urbana Department of Community Development of Urban and Regional
Planning. Reconnaissance Survey Report. December 1999.

8 Sanborn Maps Years: 1923 & 1945. Sanborn Map Company. ProQuest Information
and Learning.
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A number of houses in the West Urbana Neighborhood incorporate the
use of limestone as a wall treatment, most typically as a partial wall material.

The use of limestone could be categorized into three groups: Colonial Revival
style, Tudor Revival style, and Ranch house types.

In both the Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival examples in the
neighborhood, the stone is in a random or coursed random pattern, giving a more
rustic overall appearance. For Colonial Revival houses, the use of limestone is
usually on the first story, with an upper story (frequently overhanging) in
clapboard. Typical examples of this are 715 W. Vermont, at the southeast corner
of Busey, and 802 W. Delaware. Other examples include 406 W. Vermont with
limestone on the lower story; 211 W. Vermont, Cape Cod in style; 303 W.
Vermont, also Cape Cod in style; 201 W. Delaware, a much later example of
Colonial Revival influence.

The use of limestone is more commonly employed as a rustic effect on
Tudor Revival style homes in the neighborhood. Examples include 502 W.
Pennsylvania, 612 W. Vermont; 504 W. Delaware; the house at 602 W. Delaware
is a later, nearly identical house to 612 W. Vermont, but employs an ashlar laid
pattern with Roman-cut pinkish tone stones interspersed. More typical examples
of the use of stone on Tudor Revival houses are at 305 W. Vermont and 613 W.
Delaware. A variation of the style is found at 701 W. Delaware, which uses gray
stone, an asymmetrical facade composition, and no prominent wood elements.
The limestone house at 610 W. Vermont is more French Eclectic in style, and
incorporates limestone on the facade only, with brick side elevations. Stone is
used quite minimally in the Tudor Revival house at 305 W. Vermont, which
incorporates stone only as an entrance material.

The architects Berger and Kelley, a Champaign-based firm used limestone
in several Urbana houses, as well as on a significant group of houses just west of
Prospect Avenue in Champaign. The larger Tudor Revival house at 610 W.
Delaware is mostly random limestone, with wave-edged clapboards in the
gables. The firm designed houses with similar wall materials at 704 W. Delaware
(more French Eclectic in style) and 807 W. Vermont (Tudor Revival) that
incorporate an especially unique treatment of random limestone interspersed with
wire-cut yellow brick for a more rustic effect.

The use of stone on mid-late 20" century houses is significantly different
from the earlier use. In the later use of limestone, it is typically laid in an ashlar
pattern, either plain or random. The stones are typically rock-faced and are
Roman cut, as thin, elongated stones. The later use of this stone may include
pinkish stones interspersed with gold and yellow toned stones. Examples of this
later use include Ranch houses at 1504 S. Busey, and the similarly designed
houses at 607 and 609 W. Vermont.

It as such that the REED-SUTTON HOUSE, located at 1207 S. Busey is
alone in its yellow Joliet limestone facade treatment, distinguished thus as a
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visual variance from the rest of the West Urbana Neighborhood limestone
houses.

Important People
Dr. Frank Hynes Reed®

In 1939 the REED-SUTTON HOUSE was built for Dr. Frank and Helen
Louise Reed. The two were married in October of 1917 and then had two
children, both of whom attended the University of lllinois.

Dr. Frank Reed was born in Logansport, Indiana in 1890. He received his
BA from Wabash College in 1911 and then moved to Chicago where he received
his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago in 1917. Before even finishing his Ph.D.,
Frank Reed began teaching and continued to be an active member of academia
after receiving his degree. Reed worked as an instructor in the Chemistry
Department at Wabash College and then transitioned to a similar position at
Michigan State College for two years after that.

In 1917, Dr. Reed worked as a chemist with the Sherwin-Williams
Company in Chicago, and two years later moved to, New Jersey. While in
Newark, Dr. Reed worked as a chemist with the Butterworth-Judson Corporation.
Following his work as a chemist, Dr. Reed was offered the position of
superintendent of a chemical plant, Tower Manufacturing Co. in 1922, while still
in Newark. Dr. Reed held the position of superintendent for five years and
returned to his work as a chemist, but this time with the chemical Dye and
Manufacturing Co. in Buffalo, New York and then at Reassler and Hasslacher
Chemical Co. in Niagara Falls, New York. It is as such that in his early years, Dr.
Reed spend a considerable amount of time working as a chemist, ultimately
enabling and preparing him for his later contributions to chemistry in general, and
specifically the use of coal.

With the advent of World War I, Dr. Reed became a consultant. Dr. Reed
gained substantial experience and notability during this time he consulted to
numerous illustrious organizations such as the War Production Board, the
National Defense Research Committee and the Federal Economic Administration
of Northwest Europe. In 1945, Reed was one of two-hundred scientists and
industrial experts sent to Germany to study German technical and war secrets by
the Foreign Economic Administration.

Some of the most notable contributions of Dr. Frank Reed’s career were
largely influenced by his work overseas and during his time as a consultant
during World War Il. He had predicted that coal would ultimately replace
petroleum as the primary source of liquid fuel for internal combustion engines.

9 Frank H. Reed, 1940, Reed Subject File. Record Series 26/4/1, University of Illinois
Archives.
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While in Germany, Reed was able to study the development of synthetic fuels
attained from low-grade coal.

In addition to his work in Germany, Reed spent ten months in Japan with
the civil affairs division of the branch of the United States Army. This expedition
of sorts was focused on providing a Japanese national coal research program.

Dr. Frank Reed and his wife, Helen Louise, moved to the Champaign-
Urbana area in 1939. Reed at this point in time was chairman of the Gas and
Fuel Division of the American Chemical Society until 1940 and was elected
chairman of the University of lllinois section of the American Chemical Society in
1946.

In April of 1945, Helen Louise Reed died at home and the following year
Dr. Reed was married to Frances B. Brown. Frances worked for many years as
executive secretary to the National Food Chain of Washington D.C. After moving
to Urbana, Frances worked as a secretary in the Department of Slavic
Languages at the University of Illinois.

Beyond his work, Reed was an active member of the local McKinley
Presbyterian Church. Dr. In addition, Dr. Reed was a member of the Urbana
Country Club and the Urbana Rotary Club. His membership to these clubs and
his devotion to his church, where he was a deacon, display an obvious tie to the
local community.

Dr. Frank Hynes Reed died at age 67 in his home, 1207 S. Busey.

Robert Sutton®®

Robert Mize Sutton was born on December 15", 1915 in Bunker Hill. In
June of 1942, Robert Sutton married Elizabeth Blair in Alton. Elizabeth had won a
graduate scholarship to the University of lllinois, where in 1940 she completed
her Master’s degree in history. Robert and Elizabeth had four children together,
two of whom still remain in Urbana.

Sutton graduated from Shurtleff College with a Bachelor of Science
degree. After that, Sutton got his Master of Arts degree, followed by his Ph.D. in
History from the University of lllinois. Sutton worked as a professor in the history
department, Associate Dean of the Graduate School of the University of lllinois
and Associate Dean of the Liberal Arts and Science school from 1948-1983.

Dr. Robert Sutton held a number of prestigious positions in his time living
in Urbana, at 1207 S. Busey. According to the Sutton file at the University of
lllinois archives, Sutton was elected president of the lllinois Historical Survey in
November of 1958.

While at the University of Illinois, Sutton was proliferate in publishing
articles, many of which he collaborated on with his wife, Elizabeth, concentrating
on the history and origin of the State of lllinois. Another clipping from the
University of Illinois archives file, shows that Sutton even contributed to the 1962

10 Robert Mize Sutton, 1968, Sutton Subject File. Record Series 26/4/1, University of
[llinois Archives.
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edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, along with countless other essays and
articles. In fact, he wrote “the Heartland” and “The lllinois Central Railroad in the
Civil War.”

In addition, Sutton was president of the lllinois State Historical Society, a
member of the Phi Alpha Theta history honorary society, Champaign County
Historical Society, American Historical Association and also a member of the
Organization of American Historians.

Dr. Sutton’s involvement in the academic and historic scene of the
University of lllinois and the local community is quite impressive. He was also
very involved in his church, the University Baptist Church of Champaign. He was
a part of the Conference of Faith and History, the Baptist Student Foundation,
and he was a Trustee of the Northern Baptist Theological Board of Trustees.
Sutton dedicated his life to the history of the area and did so actively until his
death on May 2", 2005 in his home of 1207 S. Busey.

In addition to collaborating with Robert, Elizabeth volunteered at the
University Baptist Church. She worked as a housemother for the Stratford House,
the church’s women housing ministry. Elizabeth Sutton acted as a personal
mentor for numerous young women.

As noted in Elizabeth’s obituary, she also worked as a librarian’s aide at
the King School, participated in Empty Tomb’s Family-to-Family dinner program
and “gave generously to charitable organizations all over the world.”

Elizabeth Sutton also died in her home, 1207 S. Busey.

There is a remarkably large amount of records of the house maintained by
Elizabeth Sutton. The Reed and Sutton families collected and stored a number of
receipts and information packets for various elements of the house. Included are
a number of paint samples left over from the Reeds.

Some of the receipts kept include some from the Johnson Shade Shop
dated December 17, 1962, Wandell's Landscaping Service and multiple receipts
from Hanes Decorating Service. In addition to the receipts there is a hand
drawing of a plan of the lot including the house and the landscaping around it.

Similarly, there is a complete set of architectural blueprints stamped with
Oldefest’s name on them. These blue prints document all of the drawings related
to the construction and detailing of the REED-SUTTON HOUSE.

These receipts and records demonstrate the level of care and
maintenance with which the Sutton’s treated the house. It also explains in part
why the REED-SUTTON HOUSE is at the high level of integrity that it is today.

Conclusion

The REED-SUTTON HOUSE acts as a notable and distinguishable
feature within the local Champaign-Urbana community and as such it should
receive the recognition it deserves. From its entirely yellow limestone facades to
the Reed and Sutton families whom inhabited the house, the REED-SUTTON
HOUSE seeks to highlight, teach and remind residents in the area of the local
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history and thus substantiating an otherwise intangible local connection through
that history.



EXHIBIT C

Friday, May 31, 2013

HPC,

It is with great disappointment that I write you this letter. After spending so much time conducting
research this past semester, it is very sad for me that I am unable to attend this meeting.

This summer I have an internship at VOA, a large firm in downtown Chicago. Next Friday the project
I'm working on is having a big design deadline and as such my help is essential, thus not allowing me
to attend the meeting. While I do not expect this letter to act as a replacement, I do hope that it can
seek to alleviate my absence.

Over the past semester I have done a thorough search into the significance of the Reed/Sutton home
and am unequivocally convinced that it acts as an important landmark for the local community. In
short, from the prominent residents to the unique architectural expression, the Reed/Sutton home is
a clear manifestation of the history and values of the Champaign-Urbana community.

As a student attending the University of lllinois, it provides me with a great deal of pride to know
that I attend a University with such prestigious faculty and alumni, such as Dr. Sutton. In addition, as
an a student in the architecture program, I know firsthand that to study architecture from a book
does not even begin to compare to the level of didactic experience as one can receive from seeing a
building in person.

It is with these thoughts, in addition to those in the application that I hope to leave you with the
understanding that the Reed/Sutton home is a critical local landmark and should therefore be
treated, and recognized, as such.

Best,

Elisa Laurini
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HISTORY OF STRUCTURE
CHAIN OF OWNERSHIP OR OCCUPATION

PREVIOUS OWNERS DATE(S) OF OWNERSHIP USE
Frank H. & Frances Reed c. 1943 - 1964 single family residence
Robert M. Sutton c. 1965 - 1999 single family residence
Sutton Family Trust c. 1999 - 2005 single family residence

Attach additional pages, if necessary

CURRENT DESIGNATIONS

Is property National Register Listed? YES[_] No X

Ifyes, isita... Individual property [_| District [_]

If no, it is... Not Eligible [_] Eligible [X]

Is Property an Urbana local landmark? YES[ ] No X

STATEMENT OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

1207 S. Busey Avenue is the southern extreme of the State's Streets Neighborhood. Housing development in this
neighborhood radiated from Urbana's city center to the southern state streets. Consequently, this house was not built until
approximately 1943. The building material and the location of this address, situated on a corner of Busey and Michigan
Avenues gives this address more prominence over the surrounding houses. The house is made of sandy-colored rock-faced
ashlar stone. In home construction today, if this material is used it is usually restricted to application on the principal fagade
because of the high cost of the material and labor. When constructed this home would have been one of the more expensive
in the area. With Tudor/English Revival influences subtle details, such as the flat stone arches and plain lug sills that frame
each group of windows, give the house its quiet understated elegance.

Therefore, it is understandable that the original owner of the home was a man who had a prominent position at the Univeristy
of llinois. In 1943, Frank H. Reed was the chief chemist at the State Geological Survey. Frank and his wife, Frances lived
here for twenty-one years. After Frank's death in 1957, Frances continued to live in the home and rented out the basement to
college students. In 1965, Robert M. Sutton and his wife, Elizabeth moved into the house. Robert has had a long affiliation
with the University - professor of history (1948-1984), Assistant Dean in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (1956-
1958), Associate Dean of the Graduate College (1958-1966), Chairman of the Department of History (1972-1974), President
of the Illinois State Historical Society (1962-1963), and Director of the Illinois Historical Survey (1965-1984). Currently, the
home is deeded to the Sutton Family Trust. The December, 2004 Urbana City Directory still listed Robert Sutton as resident
of 1207 S. Busey. This year Robert Sutton is eighty-nine years old.

Besides being affiliated with two men who dedicated a majority of their lives to the University, 1207 S. Busey is a beautifully
maintained and architecturally prominent home that helps tell the storey of Urbana's connection to the University.

INFORMATION SOURCES

Urbana Free Library online city database which references newspaper articals and city building permits.

Available City Dirctories 1940 - 2005, Urbana Free Library Archives

Available Digital Sanborn Maps 1923, 1945, University of Illinois Library

Gorden, Stephen How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory Columbus: Ohio Historic Preservation Office, 1992




STRUCTURE SURVEY

EXHIBIT D

INTEGRITY

D Unaltered (All or most architectural details present)
& Slight modifications (largely intact, but lacking some details)
D Major alterations (All or most architectural details missing)

CONDITION

& Excellent (Roof, walls, and foundation in good repair)
D Good (Same as “Excellent,” but in need of some maintenance work)
D Poor (Major overhaut work required)

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS (include dates and architects/contractors, if known)
On both the front and back elevations the second storey windows have been replaced with modern windows which lack the

mullions and grouping organization.

CURRENT AND HISTORIC USES
Current  Historic

Apartment Building
Commercial
Industrial

Public Building
Educational Building
Religious Building
Vacant

Other

O
COO0O0000X

Single-Family Residence
Multi-Family Residence

EXTERIOR WALL MATERIAL

[] Brick

& Stone

D Wood siding

D Wood shingles

D Stucco (historic or modern)
[ Asphalt siding

D Asbestos siding

D Concrete block

(] Antificial siding

D Other

ROOF MATERIAL

X Asphalt shingles
D Wood shingles
D Slate shingles
D Tile shingles
D Metal

D Tar

D Other

ORNAMENTAL/ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

(Check all that apply)
D Arcading
Pilasters
Recessed Panels
Buttresses

Piers

Spandrels
Portico

Quoins

Bay Windows
D Other

[

O < |

Porte-Cochere
Cornice

Cornice Returns
Porch

Stoop

Balcony

Oriel Window
Columns or Posts
Tower or Turret

ROOF FEATURES

Dormer
Urn/Finial
Bargeboard
Belvedere

Gablet

Parapet

Skylight

Other wall dormer

) I O

=
(=]
=]
ey
5

Hip

Flat

Mansard
Gable

Shed

Hipped Gable
Pyramidal
Other

| I > |

DESCRIBE ABOVE ORNAMENTAL DETAILS
House's exterior composed of rock faced random ashlar. Segmental stone arch above the recessed front door and porch

openings. Flat stone arches and plain stone lug sills compose every window. Casement windows with eight lights are group
in threes. The house has a two part entablature.

OUTBUILDINGS

DGarage DCarport DCoach House

DPool

DGazebo DGreenhouse

Describe location, construction, and date of detached structures:
No outbuildings on property. Garage is attached to the house and original to its construction. The double car garage has two
individual stalls both with their original doors. Each door has a series of four windows, each window has two-over-two
lights. The shed dormer in the roof of the garage has its original mullioned two-over-two windows.

DStorage Shed DOther

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS/FEATURES
The foundation of the house is also composed of rock faced random ashlar. There is no indication of a water table.
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EXHIBIT E

TO: HISTORICAL PLAN COMMISSION

FROM: - SARAH MCEVOY AND HUSEYIN SEHITOGLU
805 W. Michigan Avenue

DATE: MAY 22,2013

RE: HISTORIC LANDMARK APPLICATIONS

We are in favor of the HP-2013-L-02 application to designate 1207 South Busey Ave.
- as a Local Historic Landmark. We are unable to attend the June 5, 2013 meeting to

voice our endorsement of this application, but please let the record show our
enthusiasm for preserving this single family home in our beautiful neighborhood in
the Lincoln Busey corridor. |

that we also are in favor of that property being designated as a Local Historic.
Landmark.

Thank you very much.




EXHIBIT E

Bird, Rebecca

From: Georgia Morgan <georgiamrgn74@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2013 6:44 PM

To: Bird, Rebecca

Subject: Historic landmark status for 1207 S. Busey

| am writing to support the application (HP-2013-L-02) to designate 1207 South Busey Ave. as a Local Historic
Landmark. | cannot attend the June 5, 2013 meeting to speak in favor of this application, but | wanted to let
my voice be heard for preserving this architectural treasure, and maintaining the single family character of the
Lincoln-Busey corridor.

Georgia M. Green
804 W. Nevada St



EXHIBIT E

Bird, Rebecca

From: Michelle Nelson <mishnelson@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2013 11:11 PM

To: Bird, Rebecca

Subject: 1207 Busey Avenue

We are in favor of the HP-2013-L-02 application to designate 1207 South Busey Ave. as a Local Historic Landmark. We
are unable to attend the June 5, 2013 meeting to voice our endorsement of this application, but please let the record
show our enthusiasm for preserving this single family home in our beautiful neighborhood in the Lincoln-Busey corridor.

Thank you, Michelle Nelson, 402 W. Florida Avenue, Urbana



EXHIBIT E

Bird, Rebecca

From: Ming Kuo <mingl23@mac.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2013 6:32 PM

To: Bird, Rebecca

Subject: Fwd: [wuna-list] 1207 S Busey - Historic Landmark hearing
Attachments: 1207 S Busey descrip.docx; ATT100420.htm

Hello! 1 am writing to express my enthusiasm for designating 1207 S Busey an historic landmark. One of
Urbana's great strengths in playing home to a world class university stem from the charm of the neighborhoods
within walking and biking distance of campus. Homes like these are the small but important jewels in the
crown.

Sincerely,
Ming Kuo
504 West Vermont Ave

Begin forwarded message:

From: Esther Patt <estherpatt@hotmail.com>

Date: 28 May 2013 06:19:42 PM CDT

To: wuna list <wuna-list@googlegroups.com>

Subject: [wuna-list] 1207 S Busey - Historic Landmark hearing
Reply-To: estherpatt@hotmail.com

Your email messages (or personal appearance) are needed to support the nomination of 1207 S.
Busey for historic designation. The owner of the property is the Twin City Bible Church. The
nomination was submitted by someone other than the owner.

You can write a message of support and send it to rlbird@urbanaillinois.us or appear in person at
the city building (city council chambers) at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 5 (a week from
tomorrow).

I've attached to this message a word document of the relevant text of the application that explains
why this property merits historic designation (sorry, the pdf file of the whole application, with
photo, just won't attach but it will be up on the City's web site by the weekend).

You don't have to make the whole argument in your comments but | know some people like to
have all the information before they write. For a short message, here's the example sent to the
list last week by Sarah McEvoy who lives across the street from 1207 S. Busey.

We are in favor of the HP-2013-L-02 application to designate 1207 South Busey Ave. as a Local Historic
Landmark. We are unable to attend the June 5, 2013 meeting to voice our endorsement of this
application, but please let the record show our enthusiasm for preserving this single family home in our
beautiful neighborhood in the Lincoln-Busey corridor.



EXHIBIT E
Please take a moment to send a message if you agree this property should be designated as
historic.

Esther Patt

The opinions expressed on this unmoderated list do not necessarily reflect those
of the Wuna Steering Committee. Please maintain a civil tone when posting or you risk removal
from the list.

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google

Groups "wuna-list" group.

To post to this group, send email to wuna-list@googlegroups.com

To unsubscribe from this group, send email to
wuna-list+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com

For more options, visit this group at

http://groups.google.com/group/wuna-list?hl=en

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "wuna-list" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to wuna-
list+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.

For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/groups/opt_out.




EXHIBIT E

Bird, Rebecca

From: Evelyn Shapiro <esha4mail@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2013 6:39 AM

To: Bird, Rebecca

Subject: support for historic landmark designation

I am in favor of the HP-2013-L-02 application to designate 1207 South Busey Ave. as a Local Historic Landmark. | am
unable to attend the June 5, 2013 meeting to voice our endorsement of this application, but please let the record show
my enthusiasm for preserving this single family home in our beautiful neighborhood in the Lincoln-Busey corridor.

Best regards,
Evelyn Shapiro

311 W lllinois St
Urbana, IL 61801



EXHIBIT E

Bird, Rebecca

From: Lori Raetzman <raetzman@life.illinois.edu>
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2013 2:05 PM

To: Bird, Rebecca

Subject: Reed-Sutton Local Landmark Nomination
Dear Ms. Bird,

I am writing in support of the application HP-2013-L-02 to designate 1207 S. Busey as a historic

landmark. This Reed-Sutton house has a beautiful limestone facade, quite unique for the area. By designating
this house as a historic landmark, it will ensure preservation of this important structure. This is especially
imperative because it is located in the Lincoln-Busey Corridor, an area that needs aggressive protection to
maintain the character of the area. My husband Charles Davies and | live down the street from this house at
1107 S. Busey Avenue.

Thanks for your consideration of my email and this Landmark Nomination.

Best wishes,
Lori

Lori Raetzman, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Molecular and Integrative Physiology
University of lllinois at Urbana Champaign
535 Burrill Hall

407 S. Goodwin Avenue

Urbana, IL 61801

ph: 217-244-6233

fax: 217-333-1133
raetzman@life.illinois.edu




From: mister garza

To: Bird. Rebecca

Subject: Case No. HP-2013-L-02: An Application to designate 1207 South Busey Avenue as a Local Historic Landmark
Date: Wednesday, June 05, 2013 2:24:40 PM

Dear Ms Bird,

I am unable to attend the tonight's meeting but | wanted to write on
behalf of the Preservation and Conservation Association in order to
strongly endorse the application to designate 1207 South Busey Ave. as
a Local Historic Landmark. Even in a neighborhood of fine homes such
as this, the Reed-Sutton home stands out and is well worth the
recognition.

We hope to have several PACA members there to speak in person, but |
wanted to add this note in order to ensure that our official interest
was entered into the record.

Thank you,
Thomas Garza

Executive Director
Preservation and Conservation Association


mailto:mistergarza@gmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: Amy Ando

To: Bird, Rebecca

Subject: 1207 S Busey - Historic Landmark
Date: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 5:49:59 PM
Dear Ms. Bird,

My name is Amy Ando and I live at 712 W. Michigan Avenue in Urbana. | may not
be able to attend the meeting tomorrow night, so I am writing to express strong
support for the designation of 1207 S. Busey for Local Historic Landmark status. The
house is clearly of architectural significance (among other things, we don't have
many stone houses like that in this neighborhood) and real local historic meaning. It
serves a vital role as a historic anchor at the corner of two streets that have historic
value but which are constantly under siege and threat of conversion due to their
proximity to campus. As someone who lives right down the street from this house, |
urge the Commission (and City Council) to designate it as a Local Historic Landmark.

Sincerely,
Amy Ando


mailto:amyando@gmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: Becky Mead

To: Bird. Rebecca

Subject: Case No. HP-2013-L-02: An Application to designate 1207 South Busey Avenue (Reed-Sutton House) as a Local
Historic Landmark

Date: Monday, June 03, 2013 9:13:38 AM

Dear Ms. Bird,

| am writing in support of the Local Historic Landmark designation for the house at 1207 S. Busey. |
live in the immediate neighborhood (at 607 W. Michigan) and find the house to be a beautiful and
significant part of our residential neighborhood, exemplifying what makes the neighborhood special
in its unique and varied architecture. 1207 S. Buesy has extensive historic documentation and has
been meticulously preserved. | feel that every effort should be made to give Local Historic Landmark
recognition to this cornerstone of our neighborhood so that it will be respected for the treasure it is.
Sincerely,

Becky Mead

607 W. Michigan Ave.


mailto:beckymead@ameritech.net
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: dkatzdow@life.illinois.edu

To: Bird. Rebecca
Subject: Designation of two local historic landmarks
Date: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 1:04:19 PM

Dear Rebecca,

I am unable to attend the Historic Preservation Committee meeting tomorrow
night but with this email want to show support for two applications
designating the following two properties as Local Historic landmarks:

1. 1207 South Busey Avenue, Reed-Sutton House, built with amazing Joliet
Limestone, and designed by architect Edward G. Oldefest

2. The Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority House on Lincoln Avenue a Royer designed
building, enchanting everyone who sees it.

As an owner of an important architecturally designed house myself, |
believe that is imperative to preserve the single family home on Busey
Avenue and the Sorority House on Lincoln listed above to maintain the
architectural integrity of the Lincoln-Busey Corridor. Our neighborhood
continues to attract families who want to live in and care for beautiful
and historic homes. I believe that designating this home and the Sorority
as a Local Historic landmarks will ensure our neighborhood continues to
represent our architectural heritage.

Yours,

Deborah Katz-Downie
209 W Delaware Ave


mailto:dkatzdow@life.illinois.edu
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: Esther Patt

To: Bird, Rebecca

Subject: Historic Designation of 1207 S. Busey
Date: Sunday, June 02, 2013 6:19:03 PM
Dear Ms. Bird,

Please share this message with members of the Historic Preservation Commission and
include my comments in the public record for this case.

| write to express support for the nomination for historic designation of the house located at
1207 S. Busey. This beautiful house is unique in west Urbana because of its Joliet Limestone
which is very rare in our entire community. The home had two distinguished owners:
Professor Robert Sutton who was head of both the lllinois Historical Survey and the lllinois
Historical Society and who, along with his wife Elizabeth, was active in civic affairs in our
community; and the first owner, Professor Frank Reed who was a world-famous chemist.
Unlike the Suttons, | did not know Professor Reed but have read that he was also very
involved in our community.

In addition to the rare and, for our neighborhood, unique Limestone design of the house, it
is also very unusual because it was designed by Edward Oldefest, a well-known architect. As
mentioned in the nomination petition, few single family homes are designed by architects,
muchless famous architects.

The historical integrity of the house was well-preserved by the Suttons who valued historic
preservation and made no exterior changes other than window replacement. | believe this
house is a perfect example of why the Historic Preservation Ordinance was first adopted in
Urbana 15 years ago. Older homes with unique design that have been the homes of
prominent people must be preserved to preserve the history of our community. |
encourage you to recommend to the City Council historic designation of 1207 S. Busey.

Thank you,
Esther Patt

706 S. Coler Av
Urbana IL 61801

estherpatt@hotmail.com
217-344-8394


mailto:estherpatt@hotmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us
mailto:estherpatt@hotmail.com

From: Gale Walden

To: Bird. Rebecca
Subject: historical designations
Date: Saturday, June 01, 2013 8:09:37 AM

I support both historical designations (the Sorority House) and the Reed-Sutton

House. We have had far too many historical houses torn down compromising the
unique nature of the neighborhood. In addition the residential neighbors seem to
feel strongly about retaining the houses and that is something to pay attention to.

Thank you.

Gale Walden


mailto:gale.walden@gmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: Tania Stori

To: Bird. Rebecca

Subject: Historic Designations

Date: Wednesday, June 05, 2013 8:27:15 AM
Ms. Bird,

| am writing to express my support for giving historic designations to the following two
properties:

Case No. HP-2013-L-01: An Application to designate 1404 South Lincoln Avenue
(Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority House) as a Local Historic Landmark; Brianna Kratft,
applicant.

Case No. HP-2013-L-02: An Application to designate 1207 South Busey Avenue
(Reed-Sutton House) as a Local Historic Landmark; Elisa Laurini, applicant.

In both cases, historic designation will add lasting value to the west Urbana neighborhood and to
Urbana in general. Thank you.

Tania Stori

807 S. Birch Street, Urbana


mailto:tania.stori@gmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Projansky
Bird, Rebecca

Kent Ono
historic landmark applications: support
Monday, June 03, 2013 12:34:49 PM

Dear Ms. Bird,

We are in favor of the application to designate 1207 South Busey Ave. as a
Local Historic Landmark. We are unable to attend the June 5, 2013 meeting
to voice our endorsement of this application, but please let the record show
our enthusiasm for preserving this single family home in the beautiful
neighborhood in the Lincoln-Busey corridor.

We are in favor of the application to designate the Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority
House as a Local Historic Landmark. We are unable to attend the June 5,
2013 meeting to voice our endorsement of this application, but please let the
record show our enthusiasm for preserving this Royer landmark in the
Lincoln-Busey corridor.

Sarah Projansky and Kent A. Ono
owners, 803 W. Michigan Ave.


mailto:sprojans@gmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us
mailto:minabina00@gmail.com

From: Chris Berti

To: Bird. Rebecca
Subject: historis landmark status of 1407 S. Lincoln Ave and 1207 S. Busey
Date: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 10:23:33 AM

To Whom It May Concern,

I write in support of of 1407 S. Lincoln Ave and 1207 S. Busey for consideration as Historic Landmark
status.

Both residences are of important, historic significance to their neighborhoods as well as the city of
Urbana. Preserving homes such as these in their location enhances not only the neighborhood quality,
but affirms Urbana's rich history. Landmark status is tangible evidence of our community's commitment
to historic preservation as advertised on the Historic Urbana signs around our city.

Thank you with your help and support with this matter.

Sincerely,

Chris Berti

Professor of Art
Parkland College

411 West Nevada St.
Urbana, lllinois
61801


mailto:cberti@parkland.edu
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: katie

To: Bird. Rebecca
Subject: historic designations May 6th
Date: Sunday, June 02, 2013 9:05:06 AM

I am in favor of the landmarking of the two properties which will be on
the agenda on June 5th.

1207 S. Busey is a unique example of an architectural style which is not
well represented in Urbana. The fact that only two families lived in the
house, and that artifacts which were retained by these families, have
provided an interesting history of the house and of the Reed and Sutton
families, adds to the importance of this property.

The Tau-Alpha sorority house should certainly be given landmark status.
It is important to preserve as many examples as possible of the work of
Joseph Royer. It is a beautiful structure and has sadly not been
occupied for a number of years now. The building has suffered from
weather related degradation, in addition to physical damage from
vandals. This puts it at risk of demolition if an investor should wish

to develop that property for other uses.

Both of these properties are in the fragile Lincoln-Busey corridor.
Landmarking of these properties would contribute to the efforts to
preserve this historic residential neighborhood.

Kate Hunter
510 W. Oregon St.
Urbana, IL 61801


mailto:golux3@gmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: Eriedman, Stanley

To: Bird. Rebecca
Subject: 1207 South Busey
Date: Sunday, June 02, 2013 5:33:10 PM

My wife and | have lived at 716 West Michigan Ave., directly across the street from the Sutton house,
for the last 49 years, and until recently have considered it one of the more beautiful properties in this
old, established neighborhood. We were shocked and saddened when the new owners entirely
denuded the lot, but, at the same time were struck by the exposure of the lovely, unique quality of the
limestone construction of the house itself. My wife's recent death and my present infirmity has made
me less interested in attending the June 5th meeting, but has not dimmed my enthusiasm for
preserving this house. | am entirely in favor of designating it as a Local Historic Landmark. Please
consider this note a very positive statement on behalf of the designation. You may read this letter
publicly, if you choose.


mailto:sfriedmn@illinois.edu
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: Stuart Martin

To: Bird. Rebecca; wuna
Subject: 1207 S Busey - Historic Landmark
Date: Sunday, June 02, 2013 9:36:47 AM

Dear Rebecca Bird,

Please know by this email that I, Stuart Martin of 302 W. Washington St., Urbana,
endorse and support the designation of 1207 S. Busey for Local Historic Landmark
status.

Having grown up nearby this location in Urbana, | have been aware of this house for
most of my 64 years. | always envied the Sutton family for living in what | have
perceived as a treasure of a house. | am happy to learn more of the history of the
house, and that I am not alone in feeling that it should be recognized and
respected.

Thank you,

Stuart Martin


mailto:s2rtmrtn@gmail.com
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us
mailto:wuna-list@googlegroups.com

From: Peqgqy Patten

To: Bird. Rebecca

Cc: sdossettl@yahoo.com; eastcoastsgri@aol.com; trent.shepard@gmail.com; ksmith@sbarchtx.com; "Novak, Alice
E"

Subject: support for two applications to be considered by Historic Preservation Commission

Date: Monday, June 03, 2013 4:10:14 PM

Hello Rebecca,

I understand that the Historic Preservation Commission will consider two
applications at its June 3 meeting. | cannot be in attendance at
Wednesday's meeting but would like to express my support for the two
applications. Each has characteristics which underscore their need for
historic preservation.

The Reed Sutton House at 1207 S. Busey has historic integrity, was designed
by a well-regarded architect, Edward Oldefest, and is a well-known and
distinguished West Urbana landmark. It is situated directly behind 801 W.
Indiana, which was recently declared a local historic landmark and also won
the 2013 PACA Residential Heritage Award.

The Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority House at 1404 S. Lincoln Avenue also has
significant architectural and artistic value and was designed by Urbana's
prominent local architect Joseph William

Royer.

Please consider my support for the Reed Sutton House and Zeta Tau Alpha
Sorority applications for Historic Landmark status.

Thank you.
Peggy Patten
609 W. Indiana, Urbana

Cc: Historic Preservation Commission Board Members


mailto:m-patten@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us
mailto:sdossett1@yahoo.com
mailto:eastcoastsgrl@aol.com
mailto:trent.shepard@gmail.com
mailto:ksmith@sbarchtx.com
mailto:novak2@illinois.edu
mailto:novak2@illinois.edu

From: Anthony Eng

To: Bird, Rebecca
Subject: YES to 1207 S. Busey as Local Historic Landmark
Date: Monday, June 03, 2013 3:41:14 PM

To Members of the Historic Preservation Committee,

Regarding the request to designate 1207 South Busey Ave. as a Local Historic landmark, we are in
favor of the application. Although we will not be able to attend the June 5, 2013 HPC meeting to
discuss the application, we would like the record to show our approval of this request. This property
would be a wonderful additional to our already distinguished Historic District due to the unique use of
Joliet limestone and the English Revival architectural design.

Respectfully,

Anthony and Mary Eng
803 W. Indiana Ave.
Urbana, IL 61801


mailto:a.eng@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us

From: David Krehbiel

To: Bird, Rebecca
Subject: Stone House - Busey & Michigan
Date: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 4:24:32 PM

Dear Rebecca-

I’m writing about the stone house on the corner of Busey & Michigan
that will be discussed at this Wednesday’s meeting. It is a lovely home.
However, | think we (public) need to take the Historical designation very
seriously. 1 think the historical designation should only be given when there
is significant public benefit the maintain the property for historic purposes. |
am unaware of any historic significance of this house that would impact the
general population of Urbana... even though | knew the Sutton family that
owned the home for many years.

Historic significance should not be a tool of big government interfering
on the lives of people — nor should it be used as a weapon for present or future
zoning issues... If the historic designation is overused — it becomes
meaningless. It should be reserved only for properties that are truly
significant. Owners of the property in question should ordinarily be the ones
requesting the special designation and it should have their support!

Thanks for your work in preserving the truly significant history of
Urbana.

Sincerely, David Krehbiel

David Krehbiel

1706 Pleasant St.
Urbana, IL61801

Home: (217) 384-3085
Cell:  (217) 493-4761
dkrehbiel@isiwebnet.net



mailto:DKrehbiel@isionline.org
mailto:rlbird@urbanaillinois.us
mailto:dkrehbiel@isiwebnet.net
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

DRAFT
DATE: June 5, 2013

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PLACE: Council Chambers, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois 61801

MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Dossett, Alice Novak, Gina Pagliuso, David Seyler, Trent
Shepard, Kim Smith, Joan Stolz

STAFF PRESENT: Robert Myers, Planning Division Manager; Rebecca Bird,
Planner II; Sukiya J. Reid, Recording Secretary

OTHERS PRESENT: Brian Adams, Bryan Bloom, Pam Bloom, Marie Bohl, Kathleen
Brinkmann, Mary Ann Bunyan, Garrett Burger, Richard Cahill,
Caroline Coulston, Peter Coulston, Brian Diers, Judy Diers, Rob
Gill, Carl Gunter, Elsa Gunter, Jon Hall, Kate Hunter, Louise
Kuhny, David Krehbiel, Linda Lorenz, Becky Mead, Matt
Metcalf, David Monk, Robert Nemeth, Sarah Nemeth, Henry
Novak, Colleen Ramais, Dennis Roberts, Betsy Smith, Anne
Tamulaitis, Nicholas Temperley, David Thies, Richard Watkins,
Elaine Wagner, Chris Wilcock

NEW PUBLIC HEARING

Chair Novak stated that she would be abstaining from the two landmark application cases because
she had a conflict of interest. The applicants prepared the applications as part of a historic
preservation class she taught at the University of Illinois. Ms. Novak then turned the Chair over to
Vice-Chair Kim Smith and left the dais.

e Case No. HP-2013-L-02: An Application to designate 1207 South Busey Avenue
(Reed-Sutton House) as a Local Historic Landmark; Elisa Laurini, applicant.

Ms. Smith opened the public hearing regarding this case and asked for City Staff report.

Mr. Myers then presented the staff report to the Commission, outlining staff’s findings regarding the
case. Based on the findings provided, and without the benefit of considering additional evidence
that might be presented at the public hearing, City staff finds that the landmark nomination for 1207
South Busey Avenue minimally qualifies under criterion d) in Section X11-5.C of the Urbana
Zoning Ordinance.



Ms. Bird read aloud the names of those who had submitted written communications in support of
the designation but unable to attend the meeting. She also read the name of one person who was in
opposition of the designation.

Commission questions to City staff were addressed.

Ms. Smith stated that the petitioner would normally have a chance to speak at that time, but with the
petitioner not in attendance, she continued on.

Ms. Smith then asked if the owner or owner’s representative, was present and wished to ask the
Commission or staff questions at this time. They did not.

Ms. Smith asked if any proponents of the case wished to address the Commission, beginning in the
front row of seating.

Richard Cahill, 307 S. Orchard St, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation, sharing
his views on the legacy of Dr. Reed and the influence that Dr. Reed’s work has had on him as a
chemist at the Illinois State Geological Survey. Mr. Cahill also feels the building’s Joliet Limestone
exterior is unique.

Betsy Smith, 209 W. Vermont, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sutton (the former owners) and grew up in the home. She briefly shared
her admiration for the home and shared that her father would have been very proud of the historic
landmark nomination. Ms. Betsy Smith stated that it would be great if the Commission would
choose to designate this house as a historic landmark.

Chris Wilcock, 710 W. Michigan Ave, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation. He
stated that the house was deserving of historic designation due its structure and architectural style.
Mr. Wilcock also stated that the designation would be necessary for the preservation of the structure
and the neighborhood.

Kathleen Brickmann, 702 W. Michigan Ave, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation,
stating that it adds value to the neighborhood.

David Monk, 115 N. Market St, Champaign, spoke in support of the landmark designation, stating
that the he has always admired the house and would like to see it designated as a historic landmark.

Louise Kuhny, 801 W. Indiana, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation, and stressed
the importance of the City to uphold its commitment of the Lincoln-Busey Corridor Plan and to
keep the neighborhood historically preserved. She also asked the Church to support this
nomination. Ms. Kuhny stated that in terms of added costs, she nominated her house next door to
become a local historic landmark, and she has not incurred any additional costs while doing work
on her house.

Caroline Coulston, 710 W. Indiana, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation,
expressing her and her family’s admiration of the house.



Brian Adams, 410 W. EIm St, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation, stating that its
unique style is what makes it more valuable in terms of architectural education.

Pete Coulston, 710 W. Indiana, Urbana, spoke in support of the landmark designation. He stated
that he walks by the house a lot and has to stop to admire it every time. Mr. Coulston stated that
having this house landmarked would help to preserve the historic nature of the neighborhood.

Ms. Smith asked if there was anyone else who wished to speak as a proponent of the case. There
were none.

Ms. Smith asked if the owner or owner’s representative had any questions.

David Thies, from Webber & Thies Law Firm, lawyer for Twin City Bible Church, addressed the
Commission in opposition to the nomination. He stated that he has ties to the house in that Bob
Sutton was his father’s advisor when he was a history student at the University of Illinois. Mr.
Thies introduced Bryan Bloom, Ministry Board Chairperson and Trustee at Twin City Bible
Church, who would speak on behalf of 239 members of the church. Mr. Bloom gave a background
on the church and stated that the church opposes the nomination for two primary reasons. He stated
that while TCBC believes that it is important to preserve historical properties, the first reason they
oppose the nomination is that they just don’t believe that the property is historical. Mr. Bloom
stated that City staff had found that 6 of the 7 criteria listed in the Staff memo lacked sufficient
evidence or merely failed to meet the criteria, and the one remaining criteria which staff feels is
minimally met, the applicant stated that it did not meet this criteria. Based on these findings, Mr.
Bloom stated that he would ask that the application be found not worthy of further consideration.
The second reason TCBC opposed the application is that they believed that the inclusion of the
property would in some way diminish the good work of the Commission in years past. Mr. Bloom
summarized some of the historical significance of 12 residences that had been designated by the
Commission in the past. He stated that while the contributions of the Reeds and the Suttons are
important, they just don’t stack up to the rich history of previously designated landmarks. Mr.
Bloom stated that the Church would ask the Commission to deny the application. He asked the
Commission if they had any questions or comments.

Mr. Shepard asked for clarification regarding the statement Mr. Bloom made about the architect’s
additional work on a property in Champaign. Mr. Bloom stated that the only other building in the
area done by the architect of the Reed-Sutton House is located in Champaign and is not a single-
family home, but rather a fraternity house.

Ms. Pagliuso made a comment regarding the list of historical people that lived in previously
designated houses that Mr. Bloom referred to. She stated that the Commission had recently
landmarked a hotel that had no one historically significant tied to it. She felt that the Church could
not use the argument that the Commission only landmarks properties where there is a historically
significant person connected to it. Mr. Bloom replied that he based his comments on single-family
residences, and he was aware that there were other landmarks in Urbana without a historical person
connection. Mr. Thies commented that the Urbana Landmark Hotel was in fact owned by for many
years by his grandfather Judge Charles Webber, who was historically significant in Urbana.



Ms. Smith asked if there were any other opponents who wished to speak. There were none.

She then asked if there was anyone else who was neither for nor against the designation who wished
to speak. There were none.

Ms. Smith asked if there were any additional questions or comments. There were none.
She then opened up discussion from the Commission.

Mr. Shepard commented on the stone used on the building as it relates to criteria c). He stated that
he felt that the stone was a more impressive feature of the house than the architectural style.

Ms. Smith also referred to criteria c). She stated the house has some of the characteristics of the
English Revival with its asymmetrical plan, the tall narrow casement windows on the first floor,
cross-gables, and Joliet limestone.

Ms. Stolz commented on criteria ¢). She stated that the house does seem to show the use of
indigenous materials and retains a high degree of integrity. Ms. Stolz also seems to think it qualifies
under criteria a) in regards to the previous owners being the head of the survey and head of the
geochemical division and that gives the house significant value as part of the civic and social
heritage of the community.

Mr. Dossett stated for the record that Staff recommendations are not necessarily the judgments of
the Commission itself. He stated that it is the Commission’s responsibility to synthesize the input
received, carefully read the information packet, maybe do some side research to make a final
decision. Mr. Dossett also commented on the “100 Most Significant” List to let the community
know that a lot of effort was put forth by the Commission to construct that list and a property’s
absence from that list does not make it insignificant. He stated that the house meets criterion b) in
that the previous owners Reed and Sutton had roles in academic excellence and political
achievement. Mr. Dossett also felt that criteria c) and e) could also be supported due to the rare
limestone facade.

Ms. Stolz also stated that the architect of the house, Oldefest, was notable and should be considered.
Ms. Pagliuso felt the house could qualify under b), ¢), d) and e).

Following discussion, Mr. Dossett made a motion that in Case No. HP 2013-L-02, the Historic
Preservation Commission find that the application received April 8, 2013 for 1207 South Busey
(Reed-Sutton House) conforms with criteria b), ¢), d), and e) of Section X-11-5.C of the Urbana
Zoning Ordinance as a Local Historic Landmark: specifically finding that the Reed-Sutton House:

e Criteria b) was the residence of two notable scientists and scholar who contributed
measurably to their fields and in Professor Reed’s case contributed greatly in the
advancement of geo-chemistry; and



e Criteria c) employs a unique use of indigenous materials specifically the Joliet limestone
used on the fagade and retains a high degree of integrity; and

e Criteria d) is the design of noted Chicago architect Edward Oldefest who’s work in Central
Ilinois is not often seen and retains a very high degree of integrity; and

e Criteriae) is an established and unique feature of the community owing to its peculiar
limestone construction.

Ms. Pagliuso seconded the motion.

With no further discussion, Ms. Smith called for a roll call vote. Roll was taken and the votes were
as follows:

Mr. Dossett- yes
Ms. Pagliuso- yes
Mr. Seyler- yes
Mr. Shepard- yes
Ms. Smith- yes
Ms. Stolz- yes

With all Commissioners in favor, the motion carried unanimously. Ms. Smith closed the public
hearing for HP-2013-L-02.

Ms. Bird stated that this case was scheduled to go before the City Council on June 17, 2013 at 7:00
p.m.
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