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CITY OF URBANA, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: Mayor Laurel Lunt Prussing and Members of the Urbana City Council 

FROM: William R. Gray, Public Works Director 

DATE: April 7, 2011 

RE: Vacation of Mulberry Alley between Lincoln Avenue and Busey Avenue  
 Acquisition of 909 North Lincoln Avenue 

Introduction 
 
Sightline Inc. represented by Marta J. Conway has petitioned to the City of Urbana requesting vacation 
of the subject alley.  See attached Exhibit A.  In exchange for vacating Mulberry Alley the petitioner is 
willing to convey to the city the property Sightline Inc. owns located at 909 North Lincoln Avenue.  See 
attached Exhibit B.  This land swap is of interest to both parties.  The area south and east of Lincoln 
Avenue and University Avenue is owned by the petitioner.  In the past several years there have been 
developers interested in acquiring this property exploring development of a hotel or other mixed uses.  
The city is supportive of exploring redevelopment of this area.  One obstacle for redevelopment is 
contiguous land that is not interrupted with easements or public right-of-way.  This alley vacation 
request would remove one of those obstacles.  The city meanwhile would acquire a parcel that is 
adjacent to King Park.  This parcel would help square of the southeast corner of the park.  The city in 
turn would enter into a maintenance agreement with the Urbana Park District for the long term care of 
this parcel. 
 
Attached please find the following: 

• A signed Memorandum of Understanding 
• A seven foot dedication of right-of-way for the property owned at 909 North Lincoln Avenue 
• A deed conveying 909 North Lincoln Avenue to the City 
• A draft of an Ordinance vacating Mulberry Alley 

 
The appraised value of the 8026 square foot alley is $50,000.  The appraised value of the 19,602 square 
foot of 909 North Lincoln Avenue is $85,000.  In accordance with Resolution 9899-R2 regarding the 
City’s policy of vacation of alleys the City is receiving more than just compensation for vacating this 
city property. 
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Fiscal Impact 
 
The city by virtue of vacating this alley will reduce future maintenance and potential liability exposure.  
The vacation of this alley will also help stimulate redevelopment of this area which should enhance 
revenues to the governmental taxing bodies. 
 
Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that An Ordinance Vacating Mulberry Alley be approved. 
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Date: 03/21/11
EXHIBIT A   Mulberry Alley
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Date: 03/02/11EXHIBIT B   909 N. Lincoln Avenue
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