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m e m o r a n d u m 

 
 
 

TO:   Laurel Lunt Prussing, Mayor 
 
FROM:  Elizabeth H. Tyler, AICP, Director 
 
DATE:  September 6, 2007 
 
SUBJECT:  An Ordinance Revising the Annual Budget Ordinance (Windows Workshop Grant)  
 
 
Description 
 
City Council is requested to adopt an Ordinance revising the Annual Budget Ordinance in order to 
receive a windows workshop grant from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency in the amount of 
$3,150 and to authorize the expenditure of this money. 
 
Background 
 
In November 2006, City staff applied for grant funding to host a one-day public education workshop on 
repairing and restoring historic wood windows. The total grant amount requested of the State was 
$3,150. This amount was to be matched by $1,350 worth of City staff time and other commitments. The 
Historic Preservation Commission applied for the grant to educate the public about the financial and 
social benefits of repairing rather than replacing historic windows.  
 
The Commission has experienced some concern about historic landmark and district designation based 
on the idea that maintaining historic windows is more costly than replacement. For example, the owner 
of the Royer House, a local landmark, applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness in 2006 to replace all 
64 original wood windows in an effort to save on energy costs. Many of the windows were in good 
condition and appeared to be repairable at a much lower cost than installing new custom-made windows.  
 
Staff was notified of the success of the grant request in February 2007. The signed grant agreement and 
other required paperwork were submitted to the State in April 2007. 
 
The workshop was held on Saturday, August 25, 2007 at the Independent Media Center. It was very 
well attended, with over 50 people attending the morning lecture session. Jeffrey Gordon, a Research 
Specialist in Building Technology at the University of Illinois’ School of Architecture, gave an 
introduction to and an overview of historic wood windows. Robert Yapp, a preservation expert with 
over 20 years experience in historic preservation, gave a lecture and a demonstration on how to repair 
and restore old windows cost effectively, including how to make existing wood windows as energy 
efficient as replacement windows. The afternoon session, a hands-on workshop conducted by Robert 
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Yapp, was limited to 24 people. That session filled 3 weeks prior to the workshop and had a waiting list 
of over 20 persons.  
 
The work outlined in the grant application has been completed. The only remaining task is a completion 
report for the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. This task will be completed by the end of 
September. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
The windows workshop grant will have a not have a fiscal impact upon the City. The City’s match funds 
are in-kind, staff time. 
 
Recommendation 
 
 Staff recommends that Council adopt the attached Ordinance Revising the Annual Budget Ordinance to 
allow the City use of the windows workshop grant award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Prepared by: 
 
         ________________________ 
         Rebecca Bird, Planning Intern 
 
 
 
Attachments: Draft Ordinance 
  Grant Application  
  Windows Repair Workshop Promotional Materials 
 
 
Cc:   Historic Preservation Commission 
 Elizabeth Tyler 



ORDINANCE NO.  2007-09-106 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
REVISING THE ANNUAL BUDGET ORDINANCE 

(Windows Workshop Grant) 
 

 WHEREAS, the Annual Budget Ordinance of and for the City of Urbana, Champaign 

County, Illinois, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008, (the 

"Annual Budget Ordinance") has been duly adopted according to sections 8-2-9.1 et seq. of the 

Illinois Municipal Code (the "Municipal Code") and Division 2, entitled "Budget", of Article VI, 

entitled "Finances and Purchases", of Chapter 2, entitled "Administration", of the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Urbana, Illinois (the "City Code"); and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the said City of Urbana finds it necessary to revise said 

Annual Budget Ordinance by deleting, adding to, changing or creating sub-classes within object 

classes and object classes themselves; and 

 WHEREAS, funds are available to effectuate the purpose of such revision; and 

 WHEREAS, such revision is not one that may be made by the Budget Director under the 

authority so delegated to the Budget Director pursuant to section 8-2-9.6 of the Municipal Code 

and section 2-133 of the City Code. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

URBANA, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

 Section 1.  That the Annual Budget be and the same is hereby revised to provide as follows: 

 FUND:      Comm. Development Special  
 INCREASE EXPENSE  Windows Workshop   $3,150 
 INCREASE REVENUES  State Grant     $3,150 
       
                                          
 Section 2.  This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon passage and approval and 
shall not be published. 
 
 Section 3.  This Ordinance is hereby passed by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the 



 
 

  

members of the corporate authorities then holding office, the "ayes" and "nays" being called at a 

regular meeting of said Council. 

 
 
 PASSED by the City Council this _______ day of ______________, 

_______. 

 
 AYES:   
 
 NAYS:
 
 ABSTAINED:
 
       ______________________________ 
       Phyllis D. Clark, City Clerk 
 
 
 APPROVED by the Mayor this ______ day of ________________, 

_______. 

 
       ______________________________ 
       Laurel L. Prussing, Mayor 
     
 





















Contact: Rebecca Bird 
400 South Vine Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 
Tel. (217) 384-2440 
Email: rlbird@city.urbana.il.us 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—July 10, 2007 

 
 
The Urbana Historic Preservation Commission Presents 

 

The Window Repair Workshop 
 

“Old Windows Aren’t a Pane—They’re a Gold Mine” 
 

 
The City of Urbana’s Historic Preservation Commission is hosting a historic windows workshop. 
The workshop will be held on Saturday, August 25th at the Independent Media Center (the Old 
Post Office), 202 S. Broadway in downtown Urbana.   
 

The workshop will be an introduction to: 
• Repairing and restoring old windows cost effectively, and 
• Making existing wood windows as energy efficient as replacement windows. 

 
A morning lecture (8:30am – 12:00pm) will include presentations on “why” and “how to” repair 
historic wood windows. An afternoon workshop (1:00pm – 5:00pm) will provide participants 
hands-on experience in wood window repair demonstrating cost effective and energy efficient 
methods.  
 
Registration required---limited spaces available. The afternoon session has extremely 
limited availability, and participants will be asked to bring a few basic tools. (Call for 
details.)  To register, contact Rebecca Bird at the City of Urbana, (217) 384-2440, or by email at 
rlbird@city.urbana.il.us. 
 
This project was made possible by a grant from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency and 
sponsorship from the Independent Media Center. 



The Urbana 
Historic Preservation Commission Presents

Saturday, August 25
8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

At the Independent Media Center
202 S. Broadway, Urbana

The 
Window Repair 
Workshop

A Primer On
 How to cost effectively repair & 
 restore old windows
 How to make old windows as energy 
 efficient as replacement windows

e

free registration

"Old Windows Aren't a Pane
 -- They're a Gold Mine"

Limited availability
 -- registration required

To register, call Rebecca Bird at 
the City of Urbana, 217-384-2440

 
www.city.urbana.il.us
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